PORES |. 
i? 


eee 


4 ‘s i 
. < Astin reeees nt 
a Setersfesesebassessssagsess ; 
pisecitatctreeegeceectiastts 
: £5 
: 


$2 ena veeeale 
SRS. 24 


Editorial and Executive Office: 214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois 


TOI went gbywee eos Sc aeilidiat tie. ina eins teed ryt ee ” 
a a ae ee oan , it —_— as wor 


“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 


An Independent Christian Weekly, Standing for the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His Blood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament 


Soul Winning and the Premillennial Return of Christ. Opposes Modernism, Worldliness and Formalism. 


Vol. XXI, No. 8 


FRIDAY, February 25, 1955 


United States 


1 year $2.50; 3 years $5.00 


Canada and foreign 1 year $3.00; 3 years $6.50 


Prevailing Prayer 


The Key to Successful Soul Winning 


By Evangelist Robert L. Sumner, Editorial Assistant 


_ “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
ws come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth.’’—Acts 1:8. 


“If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?’ — 


Luke 11:13. 


Not every one who is a success |- 


in the eyes of the world is a suc- 
cess in the sight of.God! He has 
an entirely different yardstick by 
which He measures success, and 
that measurement according to 
the Scripture, is souls who are 
brought to a saving knowledge of 
Christ. If you are a consistent, 


fruitful soul winner, you are a’ 


success; if not, you are a spiritual 
failure, losing out in the main, 
primary business of your holy cal- 
ling. 

One evangelist tells of hearing 
a seminary president confess that 
he had not won as many as 
ten souls to Christ in a single year. 
That president, who was respon- 
sible before his denomination for 
the training of their men to go 
after sinners, was a failure in his 
own personal life. It is smal} won- 
der that this great institution is 
fast. being broken on the rocks of 
higher criticism, so-called. 

Yet I think it would be right to 
judge that average Christians, 
even those not doing anything 
about soul winning, honestly 
would like the joy of winning 
the lost for the Lord. To be frank 
and honest, he just does not 
know how to go about this most 
important business of them all. 


The first Scripture quoted 
above, Acts 1:8, tells what we need 
for successful soul winning. Let 
no Christian be so foolish as to 
suppose that he can do God’s work 
without His power! Only as we 
receive power, only as the Holy 
Ghost is upon us, can we expect 
successful results in witnessing at 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, or the 
uttermost parts of ‘the earth. 


This message in the form of a 
precious promise was given by the 
risen Redeemer to powerless 
men. He spoke to men who had 
without exception acted like 
babies, who had played the coward 
in the crucial hour, who had for- 
saken the Lord and fled in time of 
danger. Mark 14:50 had summed 
it up tersely, ““And they all forsook 
him, and fled.” | 

Skeptical, doubting, unbelieving 
Thomas was there. It was Thomas 
who had suggested that it would 
be suicide to go with Christ to 
the funeral of Lazarus (John 11: 
16). It was Thomas who had in- 


quired, “Lord, we know not 
whither thou goest; and how can 
we know the way?” (John 14:5), 
immediately after Christ had care- 
fully explained He was ‘soon re- 
turning to the Father’s house. It 
was Thomas who refused to be- 
lieve the disciples’ glad word that 
they had seen the _ resurrected 
Saviour (John 20:25). 
Questioning, blinded, visionless 
Philip was there. It was Philip 
who had spent 3 years of living 
fellowship and ministry with the 
Son of God and then requested, 
“Lord, shew us the Father, and it 
sufficeth us’ (John 14:8). It was 
Philip who failed the Lord’s test 
about providing for the multitude 
in the wilderness by complaining, 
“Two hundred pennyworth of 
bread is not sufficient for them, 
that every one of them may take 
a little’ (John 6:6, 7). 
....Weak, boastful, denying, curs- 
ing Peter was also there. It was 
Peter who had assured the Lord, 
“I am ready to go with thee, both 
into prison, and to death” (Luke 
22:33). But it was the same Peter 
who, before the same night had 
passed, “began to curse and to 
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Pastor, Peoples Church, 100 Bloor Street, East 


You will find my text in Isaiah 1:18—‘“‘Come now, and 
let us reason together, saith the Lord.” That is what God 


wants you to do. That is what 
reason with you. God wants 


listen to His arguments, for, if you will, you will be convinced. 


We are going to reason about 
the most important thing in the 
world — the salvation of your 
soul, your relationship to Jesus 
Christ. I am going to show you 
how you can be reconciled to God. 
“Come now, and -let us reason to- 
gether.” God condescends to ap- 
proach you and to invite’ you to 
draw near to Him. “Let us reason 
together,” He says. Will you do 
it? 2 

There are five things that you 
should know and each one is of 
such vital importance that to 


plead ignorance of them is to trifle 


Learn to Pray! 


AYER 
ASKING HK. 
and RECEIVING 


T cl 


by Evangelist John R. Rice, Cditor 


This book has been for 12 years America’s best seller on 
prayer. 21 Chapters of blessing. See that others read and are 


blessed. GET WHAT YOU 


NEED FROM A PRAYER- 


HEARING GOD! : 


CHAPTER VI 


Asking Bread for ile 


Or, How to Get Soul-winning Power 
(An Exposition of Luke, Chapter 11:1-13) 


I. “Lord, Teach Us to Pray” 


The disciples often heard Jesus 
pray. Luke 9:18 says, “And it 
came to pass, as he was alone 
praying, his disciples were with 
him....’’ So in Luke 11:1 we find 
that the disciples quietly waited 
while Jesus poured out His heart 


jm prayer: 


“And it came to pass, that, as 
he was praying in a certain place, 
when he ceased, one of his dis- 
ciples said ‘unto him, Lord, teach 
us to pray, as John.also taught 
his disciples.” 

There was nothing formal nor 
ordinary in the prayer of Jesus. 
To hear Jesus pray would carry 
one, surely, into the very Holy 
of Holies! Can you imagine the 
groanings, the tears, the happy, 
child-like faith, the urgency with 
which Jesus prayed? How the dis- 
ciples marveled and grew hungry- 


hearted as they heard Jesus pray! 

I do not know other things that 
were in the prayer Jesus prayed, 
but I know one note that could 
not be lacking. He was come to 
seek and to save that which was 
lost. It was to this end that He 
was born. His compassion for 
sinners, His burning zeal to save 
them, the love and grace which 
carried Him to the cross were 
surely manifested in His prayer 
that day while the _ disciples 
quietly waited. And when Jesus 
closed His prayer and looked up, 
one of the disciples, moved so 
deeply by hearing Jesus pray, said 
to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, 
as John also taught ‘his disciples.” 

John the Baptist had taught his 
disciples to pray. What a lesson 
is that for preachers! We should 


(Continued on page 7) 


Toronto, Ontario, Canada 


I am going to do now. I would 
you to use your intellect, to 


with your eternal destiny. You 
may know a lot about other things, 
but not until you have a know- 
ledge of the things about which I 
would now speak will you prove 


that you are wise. These then are} 


the things about which I would 
now reason with you. Let me 
enumerate them one by one and 
say something about each of them. 


First, You Are a Sinner 


You are not a sinner because 
you sin. You sin because you are 
a sinner. An apple tree is not an 
apple tree because it bears apples. 
It bears apples because it is an 
apple tree. If you were not a 
sinner, you would not sin. It is 
because you are a sinner that you 
do sin. Angels do not sin, for they 


you, too, would not sin, but be- 
cause you are a sinner therefore 
you sin. 
Some people merely lop off the 
(Continued on page 5) 


are angels. If you were an angel, 


Dr. Oswald Smith 


Have 


Ou 


Geen... 


Releases from America’s leading producers 
of Gospel films—preaching pictures, 
dramas, children’s films, missionary 
and teaching films, etc. ? 


By Evangelist Bill Rice, Associate Editor 


The following films are listed in 
the order in which we happened to 
preview them —there is no sign- 
ificance to the order in which 
they are listed here. 


Shelter in the Cumberlands 


This film was produced by Gos- 
pel Films, Inc., P. O. Box 455, 
Muskegon, Mich., is 55 minutes 
long, in color, rents for $17.50 


This, cousin, is the story of 


little Becky and Fin Tazwell who |p. 


live in the Kentucky mountains. 
Mom was very sick and asked 
Aunt Sarah to get the children a 
place to live in the Galilean Child- 
ren’s Home. Fin ’lowed he weren't 
goin’ to no home for orphans, so 
he promptly ran away. Becky dis- 
covered in the beautiful home the 
joy of Gospel services, the delight 
of fellowship, the pride of clean 
clothes, and the warm love of godly 
people. How Fin, too, came to the 
home, how Becky won her dying 
mother to Christ, and how Fin was 
at last brought to Christ makes a 
warm and moving story. 


Y’all better see it! | 


Dead Men on Furlough 


This film is produced by World 
Vision, Inc., P. O. Box 151, Port- 
land 1, Oreg., is 40 minutes long, 


Evangelist Bill Rice 
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Pace Two 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, February 25, 1953 


a: PERRI PEL PPR PPS NY 


J 


Pastor, Hope Union Church, Rosemead, California 


(FourtH ARTICLE IN SERIES) 


Modesty in Dress Pays Off 


While this page is written most- 


re 


decency in women’s dress. 


lv for our girl readers, it won't and women appear in public with 
hurt the fellows to read it, too. clothes so brief, and shorts so 
We all live in a body, it’s true} Short as to make every right 


| thinking person blush for shame. 


And far too often even pure 
minded fellows who look on girls 
improperly dressed find their 
minds and bodies wrongly stimu- 
lated. Thus the sin of adultery 


a most marvelous body with ten 
thousand rhiracles true of it. For 
instance, we eat a ham sandwich, 
and presto...our hair grows, our | 
eves sparkle, our body warms it- | 
self and we have pep to walk miles | 
happens | 


and miles. All of this may be committed in one’s own 
automatically. Some system! | heart even though no outward 
In our body there are many! act is provoked (Matt. 5:27, 28). 


| Some girls do not realize this. 
Some girls do. But for the young 


natural reactions. Our ears thrill 
to the sound of good music. Our | 


eyes drink in the beauty of a} woman who wants to do right in 
gorgeous sunset. Our minds are| the sight of God the implication 


is clear. Don’t let your clothing 
or lack of it pave the way for im- 
purity of thought in others, for 


i 
/ 
F : 
intrigued by a mystery story. Our| 
noses challenge us to follow the | 
tantalizing scent of steaming cof-| 


fee and sizzling bacon and eggs. | the Lord’s sake. 

God has made our bodies sO.) Don’t misunderstand me here, I 
nH 34’ secfealY . ‘ ‘ 
And it’s wonderful! : | do not mean to imply that Chris- 

here is also in our bodies a/tjan girls should not dress at- 


sex function. We must needs per-| 
petuate the human race and our- 
selves, so God has woven into 
our minds and bodies an amaz- 


tractively. They should. Theré’s no 
place for dowdiness of dress in the 
Christian life. Rather, the Chris- 
tian girl should seek to be the soul 


ingly elaborate system of sexual} of modest loveliness in her ap- 
reproduction, All the senses are} pearance. 
connected to this system which is} You see. God set the standard 


a most powerful one. 

But the sex appetite is differ- 
ent from the other bodily func- 
tions. Herein is bound up the 
sacred matter of the impartation 
of life itself. That is vastly im- 
portant. But there is also a moral 
side. Embedded in the exercise 
of the sexual function is the dif- 
ference between right and wrong 
(Exod, 24:14: Matt. 5:27. 28). Sex 
is right only when it is morally 


in the first place. In Eden’s gar- 
den the man and the woman wore 
no clothing, After sin, however, 
things were different. One of the 
first things God did was to fully 
clothe them both (Gen. 3:21). For 
proper clothing is always a deter- 
rent to sin. 


here. The savage who knows not 
Goa lives’ in sinful nakedness. In 
the same manner those who exhi- 


rignt. bit their semi-naked bodies (under 
I do not need to tell you that | the excuse of fashion, sun tanning 
the sexual system is stimulated | 


or whatnot) are in reality flaunt- 
: ing their brazen sinfulness before 
Tr *).¢ cc Tart 4 , ; te ~ ™“ 
(I Tim 2:9). Especially those parts | the gaze of a Holy God who com- 
of the body that have to do with} 


sabe yy | manded that human bodies should 
the sexual function. Within the! pe covered. 


inner limits of the marriage bond | 
there is nothing wrong with this 
stimulation (Prov. 5:18). Rather, 


by the sight of an unclothed body 


Modesty in dress makes for en- 
| during love. The masculine man 
en | sincerely desires a feminine girl. 
this is the way God has planned} And feminine girls wear feminine 
.. when pure Toy e reigns... for| clothes (Deut. billowy 
the perpetuation of the race. | dresses, lots of frills, ribbons, laces 
sut when immodesty of dress} and such things. Such a girl when 
provokes improper sexual stimula-| ajsgo guided by love and modesty 
lion in the minds of those who see, | becomes her lover’s ideal, and 
the mind is soiled and immorality) her husband’s adorable queen all 
could result (Prov. 23:7). Do you the days of her life (Prov. 31:10- 
see the connection between dress | 31). 
and upright living? | 
Today's world exhibits an alarm- | 


fof eon DR 


(From 32-page pamphlet, price 25c. Pub- 


. ; | lished by Van Kampen Press. Used by per- 
ing immodesty and almost in-| mission). 
[Po AA. WANA. dA f (ohn hay Arion, : 
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Girls’ 


There’s a deep underlying truth 


Wants “Up-To-Date” Religion 


Recently someone sent a gift subscription to a man who 
puts “Rev.” before his name. Here we give his card, showing 
the viewpoint of a man who does not like the old-time re- 


ligion of Jesus Christ and the Bible 


OF THE LORD. He says: 


“December 2, 1954 
“Dear Sir: 

“T received the first copy of the 
gift subscription of THE SWworb. 
I do not know who sent it to me, 
but I do not wish to receive it. 
I am not the least bit interested 
in the old-time fundamentals of 
religion any more than I wish to 
drive a 1919 auto. This is 1954 
and I want my religion up to 
date. THE Sworp is antique in 
its views. Please take me off 
your list. 

“Rev. Ce A. OD 
i ae Greenway Rd. 
“Towson 4, Maryland.” 


Of course we are sad that there 
is anybody claiming to be a 
preacher of the Gospel who does 
not believe in the Bible, the deity 
of Christ, and other fundamentals 
of the faith. We believe that any- 
body who claims to be a preacher, 
a minister of the Gospel, who 
does not believe the Bible, is a 
conscienceless hypocrite who does 
not deserve the support nor even 


the respect of Christian people. A | 


man has a right to be an infidel 
if he chooses, but no man has a 
right to take money for preaching 
the Gospel when he is an infidel, 
nor even to claim to be a Christian 
when he is an infidel. Concerning 
such men the Bible has very clear 
teaching in II John 7 to It: 
“For many deceivers are entered 
into the world, who confess not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh. This is a deceiver and an 
antiehrist. Look to yourselves, that 
we lose not those things which we 
have wrought, but that we re- 
ceive a full reward. Whosoever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in 
the doctrine of Christ, hath not 


as taught in THE SWORD 


'does not have God. 


God. He that abideth in the doc- 
trine of Christ, he hath both the 
Father and the Son. If there come 
any unto you, and bring not this 
doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God speed: 
For he that biddeth him God speed 
is partaker of his evil deeds.” 
Here we are clearly taught in 
these Scriptures two things: 
1. That one who does not hold 
to the fundamental doctrine of 
Christ as to who He is ard what 
He does, is not a Christian and 
2. That 
Christians should not receive such 
an one in their houses nor bid 
him Godspeed. Certainly no Chris- 
tian should ever support any man 
claiming to be a minister of the 
Gospel who does not believe in 
the actual deity, the virgin birth, 
the bodily resurrection, and the 


atoning death of Jesus Christ and | 
who does not know Him as his) 


own personal Saviour. 


You may be sure that when 
‘you find. someone who does 
not like THE SWORD OF THE 


| 
| 


' 
’ 


Lorp, there is a good reason for 
it. Oftentimes that reason is out- 
right infidelity and unbelief in 
the fundamentals of the Christian 
faith. Sometimes it is because 
people favor a denominational pro- 
gram which includes modernists, 
though they themselves are not 
modernists. Sometimes it is be- 
cause people would defend world- 
liness and formalism. Good, honest 
people may differ on incidental 
matters but there is no room for 
difference among Bible Christians 
on the great fundamentals of the 
faith so clearly taught in the 
Bible to which all sound denomina- 
tions agree. 


THIS 'N THAT 
About Gospel Films 


By Evangelist Bill Ricé, Associate Editor 


Charging Admission 

Ever so often I receive a letter 
from some pastor or film evangel- 
ist who wants to know what I 
think about charging admission to 
see Gospel films. 

Don’t do it! In the first place, 
if you are showing the films for 
entertainment, you are showing 
them for the wrong purpose. 

In the second place, let’s keep 
our churches open to every person 
we can possibly get to come in. 
I would a great deal rather pay 
people to come than to have them 
pay for the privilege of coming! 
Let's keep it so the poorest man 
in all the world will know he is 
not only welcome but urgently 
invited to attend every service of 
the church. I believe that charg- 
ing admission to any Gospel ser- 
vice is a very, very serious mis- 
take. It would be far better to 
advertise that you have “five 
hundred free seats” than to an- 
nounce there is to be a charge of 
even one penny. 

I believe it is perfectly right 
and proper to let the people know 
there is a financial need in con- 
nection with the service, and in- 
vite them to place an offering 
in the plate when it is passed. 

But charge admission? No, 
never! 

ca 


Play Fair 

Let’s always play fair with the 
fellows from whom we rent our 
films. Be careful that the films 
are not damaged while.they are 
in your possession. Be sure the 
film gate of the projector is freshly 
cleaned before each showing. Al- 
ways insure the films when you 
return them. Incidentally, return 
them promptly. If there is a 
rental fee, then pay it at once. If 
the film has been procured on an 
offering basis, get as good an of- 
fering as you can. Take it to heart 
—remember that Gospel film pro- 
ducers are not in it for the money, 
and they work on a very, very 
small margin of profit. Here is 
an opportunity for you to honoz 


God by doing unto others as you 
would want them to do unto you. 

Incidentally, entirely too many 
people show a rented film several 
times when they have only con- 
tracted to show it once and only 
intend to pay the one rental price. 
That simply is not right. It is not 
fair to engage a film for one 
specific occasion and then show 
it to groups in private homes, 
Sunday School classes, hold it 
over for other services, ete., when 
definite arrangements to do so 
have not been made. 

This week I have been preview- 
ing many, many Gospel films. One 
of them so impressed John Rice, 
the editor of this paper, that he 
wanted to show it in his church 
the following Sunday night. Now, 
most producers feel grateful that 
we have an interest in the spread- 
ing of the Gospel through use of 
sound films, and I believe any of 
them would have been delighted to 
have John Rice keep a film over 
an extra day and show it without 
charge. But John did nothing of 
the kind. He placed a long-dist- 
ance call from Wheaton to Oregon, 
asked permission to keep the film 
an extra day and assured the 
producer that he would take a 
freewill offering (the regular fin- 
ancial arrangement for that par- 
ticular film). 

That, neighbor, is playing fair 
and square. How about you doing 
it that way, too? « 


Tel-n-See 

If Solomon believed there was 
nothing new under the sun, he 
should have seen what I saw this 
past week! I refer to a new inven- 
tion by the C. O. Baptista Com- 
pany. This is a brand-new projec- 
tor that handles pictures made on 
16mm motion picture film. The 
projector is compact, “powerful, 


and efficient with a turntable on 
top. It is similar to an automatic 
slide projector with sound added. 
A roll of film is placed in the 
‘machine, and a record is placed 


on the turntable. These area 
synchronized. While a _ recorded 
Bible story or message is told, it 
is illustrated by pictures on the 
screen. The pictures change auto. 
matically every three seconds. 


John Rice, Walt Handford, and f 
saw the machine demonstrated 
with the story of Jonah. Wendell 
Loveless, one of the finest story. 
tellers in the world, did the nar. 
ration. It was one of the most 
interesting things I have ever 
seen. It seemed that the Bible 
story came alive before our eyes, 

There are many advantages to 
this new Tel-n-See projector. For 
one thing, the use of 16mm motion 
picture film enables the produc« 
tion of pictures that are far cheap. 
er than any we have known before. 
In the second place, sound and 
sound effects can be used with 
the pictures in a fool-proof man- 
ner. In the third place, when the 
new cameras are ready one can 
take his own pictures for a frac. 
tion of the cost it now takes to 
make regular 35mm _ transparen- 
cies. One cannot only take his own 
pictures, but will also soon be 
able to put his own sound with 
them. 

They said that already they have 
completed about twenty Tel-n-See 
Bible lessons and stories, and 
Filmsings, all in color, ranging in 
price from $6.00 to $25.00, the 
longest being sixteen minutes. In 
time they hope to complete one 
a month. 


Another nice thing about Tel-n- 
See is that the sound can be made 
more easily in different languages, 
and this will help foreign mission- 
aries. 


Strike Two on Solomon 


Something else I had not seen 
before—lives of great mission- 
aries on roll film by Tabernacle 
Pictures (Gospel Films, Inc.) and 
identical pictures plus texts by 
the Fleming H. Revell Company. 
The pictures on the film are es- 
pecially beautiful. They are, of 
course, in color and true in every 
detail. 

As I dictate this I hold in my 
hand the roll of films showing 
David Brainerd. The first picture 
shows three boys hiking into the 
woods and waving goodbye to one 
little fella sitting on a stump. On 
my desk is a little book entitled 
“David Brainerd, Trailblazer to 
the Indians.” It is number ten of 
the children’s missionary series. 
On the first page of the book I 
see again a lad sitting on. the 
stump waving goodbye to his three 
friends. On the opposite page we 
learned that the stump-sitter is 
David Brainerd, a sickly boy who 
seemed to spend all his life sitting 
on a stump, watching his compan- 
ions disappear into the trees. 

And so it goes, picture for pic- 
ture. ach roll of film sells for 
$4.35 (single frame), including 
the book. The entire set includes 
David Livingstone, Henry Martyn, 
Hudson Taylor, Adoniram Judson, 
Ann Judson and others. 


See Palestine 

Have you seen the wonderful 
pictures of Palestine produced by 
the Matsons? I have not had the 
privilege of meeting Mr. and Mrs. 
Matson, but Fairy Shappard tells 
me they are just about the love- 
liest couple on earth They spent 
some fifty years in Palestine, and 
they brought most of Palestine 
back home with them—in pic- 
tures. They have 35mm slides in 
sets, and you may order a single 
picture if you wish. Many people 
who have.been to Palestine need 
pictures to complete their own 
sets, and they will be able to find 
almost any picture they desire 
in the Matson collection. These 
pictures are beautifully colored, 
and I hardly see how the photo- 
graphy could have been better 
from any standpoint. 


One set has fifty colored slides 
and is called, “The Unique Geo- 
graphic Setting of Palestine.” 
Some of the office workers were 
watching when I viewed these 
slides and the unanimous opinion 
was that they learned more about 
Palestine in that one night than 
they had ever known before. 


Another set shows Petra, the 
“rose-red city half.as old as time.” 
This is probably the most unique 
deserted caravan city of the an- 
cient world, and the pictures are 
so plain andthe descriptive book- 
let so clearly written that we ac- 
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Films for S 


ouls 


By Evangelist Bill Rice, Associate Editor 


One of the most valuable bits of advice I have ever re- 
ceived in all my life came from my big brother, Dr. John R. 
Rice. It was after | had surrendered to preach and while I was 
working with him in Dallas, Texas. The advice he gave us, 
“Always preach for results—do not preach just to be preach- 


ing.” , 


Preach for results! Preach ser- 
mons that will get someone to do 
something. This is advice I have 
followed through these wonderful 
years. I try to plan, prepare and 
preach the Gospel in such a way 
as to bring immediate results for 
Christ. 

Gospel films should be used the 
same way. A film should be 
selected with prayer and shown 
with such care that God will bless 
it with the salvation of the lost 
and the edification of those who 
are saved. 


Not for Entertainment 


Too. often, I am afraid, films are 
shown just to entertain. But this 
is unworthy of the Gospel of 
Christ, I certainly have no ob- 
jection to films being entertaining. 
As a matter of fact, I believe 
preachers should try to make their 
sermons interesting enough to 
keep the congregation awake. 
There is no virtue in being dull. 
But entertainment should certain- 
ly not be the purpose of a Gospel 
message, whether that Gospel mes- 
sage is preached by God’s man in 
the pulpit or given on sound film. 


To Get Results 


I receive letters again and again 
from evangelists, pastors and lay- 
men asking me how to show a 
Gospel film in such a way that it 
will get results. All of us know 
that a film may be shown in one 
place and be blessed of God with 
people responding to the invita- 
tion, and the same film may be 
shown in another place by a dif- 
ferent person with no visible re- 
sults at all. Yet the film is identi- 
cal in both places. What makes the 
difference? Is there a very special 
procedure to follow? Is there a 
definite technique one should use 
in showing Gospel films? 


I believe that there is. Some 
years ago the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute asked me to show their won- 
derful film, ‘““The God of Creation,” 
in Canada. I made it a matter of 
prayer and then shifted revival 
dates in such a way that I could 
help in this ministry for four or 
five weeks. We made arrange- 
ments with a radio evangelist in 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, to 
book me solid in various towns 
for a month. In return for his 
kindness, my song leader and I 
preached twice daily for him on 
his radio broadcast. The arrange- 
ments were worked out nicely, and 
the services began. 

In some towns I showed the 
film in a church. In some towns we 
rented a Skating rink, a movie 
theater, a city hall, or some other 
such building. We boosted these 
services every day on the broad- 
east, and we usually had capacity 
crowds. But at first we simply did 
not have any visible results. The 
film was a wonderful one. The 
Gospel message was. presented 
clearly and strikingly, yet in spite 
of the wonderful attendance and 
powerful film, we had very few 
conversions or rededications. 

Finally, we did what we should 
have done to begin with—we met 
for a season of earnest prayer and 
meditation. The young man who 
played the piano for us, a mem- 
ber of the House of Parliament 
who went with us nightly, the 
song leader and I prayed earnestly. 
I had shifted the dates of revival 
meetings and given up my vaca- 
tion time in order to conduct 
these one-night services. We had 
driven hundreds of miles. And now 
it seemed all the work and sac- 
rifice was in vain. We _ were 
brokenhearted and sick with dis- 
appointment. 

After a long season of self-ex- 
amination and prayer, we dis- 


' cussed the services we had already 


conducted. We tried to evaluate 
each part of the service. We dis- 
cussed the strong and weak points 
of the services we had conducted. 
Finally, we worked out a definite 
plan to follow, and much to our 
delight it worked like a charm! 
After that there were souls who 


went 
when 
Night 


forward night 
the invitation 
alter night 
prayed for spiritual 
then followed the same. simple 
program in the services. And I 
have used this same program ar- 
rangement for the ten years that 
have passed since that time and 
have seen literally hundreds of 
souls won to Christ. 

For what it may be worth to 
you, let me discuss the various 
steps of this service to you. 


after night 
was given. 
we earnestly 
results and 


Know Your Projector 


By all means spend time enough 
to become acquainted with your 
projector. Know where every 
single control is and exactly what 
it does. Become so familiar with 
the threading of the machine that 
you can literally have a film prop- 
erly threaded and ready to go in 
a matter of -seconds with your 
eyes closed. Nothing is so distract- 
ing as to have the operator call 
for the lights to be turned on and 
off and on and off while he is 
preparing to show the film. Or if a 
film should become unspliced or 
broken during a showing, it is 
always a tremendous help if the 
operator can quickly rethread the 
film without needing blinding 
lights turned back on to enable 
him to see what he is doing. 

Incidentally, it would be well 
to run the film down through the 
blank space until the actual scenes 
of the movie begin. Thus the 
audience will not have to sit and 
watch what Bob Cook calls the 
“hieroglyphics’—the numerals, 
ete., on the leader. 


Practice the removal and re- 
placement of the lamp. It is a rare 
thing that one burns out, but if 
the lamp should burn out during 
the showing of the film, the 
experienced operator will be able 
to replace it in a matter of seconds 
rather than minutes. 


Be familiar with the film gate 
and keep it clean. This will not 
only protect the film with which 
you have been entrusted, but it 
will prevent. unsightly lint from 
spotting the screen and claiming 
the viewers’ attention while the 
film is being shown. 

Be sure you are familiar enough 
with the machine that the ‘“lip- 
sink” will be perfect—words will 
exactly fit the movement of the 
Speaker's lips, ete. 

Remember the film cannot pos- 
Sibly be any better than the pro- 
jector you use. It is vitally im- 
portant, therefore, that you be- 
come so well acquainted with the 
projector that you get the very 
best out of it. 


Know Your Building 

Even if you are going to be 
there only one time, you still 
should familiarize yourself with 
the building in which you are go- 
ing to show the film. Know where 
the electrical outlets are. Know 
exactly how long the extention 
cord, if any, will need to be. Know 
where the fuse boxes are located 
and, if possible, see to it that 
extra fuses are available. Not once 
in a blue moon will you blow a 
fuse, but if you do blow one, the 
success or failure of the entire 
service may depend upon whether 
or not the blown fuse is quickly 
replaced. 

And by all means become fam- 
iliar with the light switches. All of 
us know what it is to be in a 
service where the one turning. off 
the lights successfully manages to 
get all lights out save one and 
then turns every other light back 
on and off in an effort to find 
that one last elusive switch! Or, 
worse yet, sometimes the light 
switches are in a separate part of 
the building and the “‘turner-offer’’ 
must run back and forth from the 
switches to the auditorium to see 
how successful his efforts. have 
been! Be sure that the circuit into 
which the projector is plugged, is 
not turned off! 

We usually have one definite 


person responsible for the lights. 
He takes small strips of white 
adhesive tape and sticks these 
strips by each light switch. He 
then writes on the tape exactly 
What lights this switch controls. 
This is helpful in getting all the 
necessary lights off quickly and 
efficiently. It is even more help- 
ful in turning the lights back on 
again, as we shall see. 


Know Your Film 


It is important that you know 
What the film you are showing is 


about. In the first place, if you) 


know *what it is about, you can 
do a better job of promoting it, 
and it will help you to introduce 
the film in such a way that people 
will see and hear it with real in- 
terest. Furthermore, it will help 
you in the preparation of any 
message you plan to give preced- 
ing the film. What is more im- 
portant, it will help you plan your 
invitation at the close of the film. 

There are times when you will 
be able to preview the film before 
showing it in order to familiarize 
yourself with its message. This 
Should only be done with the per- 
mission of the owner if the film is 
rented, and it should be done in 
private. If this is not possible, then 
carefully read the producer’s des- 
cription of the film. 


Everything Ready Early 

By all means, get everything in 
readiness for the service long be- 
fore the people begin to arrive at 
the church. Have the projector 
up, the screen in place, the film 
ready, etc. Experiment to see if 
the speaker should be on the bap- 
tistery, in one corner of the audi- 
torium, or somewhere else. Run 
a bit of the film to be sure the 
film gate is clean, the sound is 
okay, the screen is in exactly the 
right position, etc. Be ready to 
meet the people as they .come in. 
If you are a stranger, shake hands 
With as many people as you pos- 
sibly can, tell them who you are 
and that you feel sure they will 
be blessed by the service. If you 
are not a stranger, you will still 
want to meet any visitors that 
may come in in order that you 
may make them welcome, and it 
is good to greet old friends. In 
any case, it is far better for the 
people to find you waiting with 
a smile and a warm handshake 
than to find you running up and 
down the aisle stringing wire or 
tying the speaker to the ceiling. 


The Song Service 
Start exactly on time! 
In fact, I would not only start 


to the fact. In our revivals the 
song leader usually steps to the 
platform several minutes before it 
is time to start and has a 
ereeting for the people. 
mentions the fact that it is about 
time to start and suggests that 
everyone turn to the first hymn 
they are to sing in order that 
everything may be in readiness 
to begin exactly on time. 

It 1s not always 
select songs that have the same 
message as the film. But it is al- 
ways possible to find songs that 
are suitable and will prepare the 
people for the message. 


then 


YY 
rie 


Brief Announcements 


When it is time for the an- 
nouncements, make them brief. lf 
a special offering is to be taken 
for the film, it may be better to 
take such an offering after the 
film has been shown. But the of- 
fering should be announced along 
with the. other 
Tell what the offering is for and 
lay it on people’s hearts to give in 
order that they will not only ex- 
pect it but be ready for the of- 
fering before the service comes to 
a close. 


Introduction 
The way.you introduce a film is 
extremely important. An introduc- 
tion is not only for the purpose of 
making the pegple acquainted with 
that which is introduced, but it 


is also for the purpose of creating 


interest. Try to say something that 
will create a friendly feeling on 
the part of the congregation for 
the film that is to be shown and 
try to do this in such a@ way 
that the people will anticipate a 
time of genuine value and blessing. 


Introductions not only serve to 
introduce—they are appetizers. A 
good introduction is of extreme 
importance. 


| wants 
some money to put up additional | 
buildings to make room for stu- | 
here. | 
We want you to help us do this, | 


; 'and you can do it, too. You can} 
on time, but I would call attention | 


have: a “part in this work. | 
' The work of Bob Jones | 
|University is the type - of 


'work to which you can give in the} 
brief | 


Education is so standardized, 
it is almost like balogna sausage. 
3alogna sausage looks alike and | 
tastes alike and smells alike 
whether you eat it in New York 
or San Francisco. Bob Jones Uni- 
versity believes in standardized | 
education. Our students come from 
all the states and from many | 
foreign countries, and we stan-. 
dardize more carefully than most | 
of the other schools. We, how-| 
ever, put something extra in our | 

| 


“balogna sausage,’ and this gives 
a special individuality to the ‘“‘sau- 
age.’ Bob Jones University is not | 
just orthodox. It stands for fight- | 
ing orthodoxy. When Christianity | 
gets to the point that it feels its | 
only business is just to hold a 
fort, it will soon not have a fort | 
to hold. | 

Bob Jones University believes 
in holding the fort, but it believes 
in shooting the guns to keep off 
the enemies. It believes in “march- 


of Christians is defensive equip-| 
ment, but a Christian has a sword 
with which to fight and a testi- 
mony to give, and he is supposed 
to have some light to let shine. 

There has never been in the his- 
tory of this nation anything more 
miraculous in the educational field 
than the growth of Bob Jones Uni- 


: 
versity. God has been good ‘to us, | 


and our friends have stood by us, 
and Christian people have prayed 
for us. We have nobody in the 
field raising money, but somehow 
or other the Lord helps us finan- 
cially. We have now, as we told 
you before, an expansion pro- 
gram, and we need about $1,500,- 
000 in the next two or _ three 
years to carry out the _ plans 
we haye in mind. You Christian 
people can help US, and 
we are asking God to move on 
your hearts so you will help us. 
30b Jones University is a corpora- 
tion not for profit, and there are 
no dividends to pay, and nobody 


| Sible. 


’ 
} 


ing as to war.” Some of the armor | 


any dividends. We want 


dents who want to come 


name of the Lord Jesus Christ | 


'and know that the money will be | 


possible to | 


in earnest prayer that God will 
!'bless the film-and if you watch 
it with eager interest, it may be 


announcements. | giving the invitation. 


used economically, carefully, and | 
prayerfully so as to do the most} 
good possible to the most people 


Be Alert During the Actual 
Showing of the Film 


Be alert spiritually. If you are 


an example to others. So even 
though you have seen the film 
before, do not daydream or. per- 
mit your mind to wander as you 
view it. 

And if you are mentally and 
spiritually alert, you may be able 
to discern the effect the message 
of the film is having on the con- 
eregation. This will help you in 


And not only that, alertness may 
save the serviee in the event of 
an unforeseen accident. If some- 
thing does go wrong, it will not 
take you so long to wake up to 
the fact and find out what should 
be done about it. I will never 
forget the night that I was show- 
ing a film that I had seen several 
times before. It was a film based 
on science and the Bible and dealt 
specifically with the sun, moon 
and stars. Suddenly the sound cut 
off. The picture was still being 
shown but there was noi a bit of 
sound. I quickly worked the con- 
trol, and there was not even any 
static coming through the speaker. 
A tube or exciter had gone out, 
and in either case it would take 
a regular radio man to fix it. In 
a matter of seconds I was on the 
platform behind the microphone 
and was narrating the film. The 


(Continued on page 12) 
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possible in the shortest time pos- 
Remember, we are asking 
you to do three things: 

First, pray for us. Pray daily 


and pray earnestly. We are not 
‘going to surrender to the devil. 


We are going to stay true, and we 


‘are going to keep fighting. 


Second, we are asking you to 
help us select the right kind of 
students. We sincerely believe we 
have the best student body this 
year we have ever had, and the 
reason is our Christian ‘friends. 
have helped us select the right 
young people who have character 
and can be trained for real lead- 
ership. We want intelligent stu- 
dents for our academic standards 
are high, but it is more important 
to have students with spiritual 
backbone that can be trained for 
Christian leadership than it is 
to have students with unusually 
brilliant minds but no depth of 
faith or strength of character. 

Third, we want you to invest 
some of the money God has given 
you in Bob Jones University. Help 
us at this time with our expansion 


program. Please also remember 
our Student Loan Endowment 
Fund and our Missionary Fund 
for we must keep building these 
funds. Please let us hear from 
you. Thank you and God bless 
you. 


30b Jones, Founder 
30b Jones University 
Greenville, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 SOUL-WINNING 
CHRISI-EXALTING CHRISTIAN FILM 


GREAT DISCOVERY 
with 
Colleen 
Townsend. Evans 
is Truly 
An Amazing Picture! 
One of the finest 
films available today. 

Rental, 825.00 
Alse, Order These Additional Films! 
SHELTER IN THE CUMBERLANDS, 
$17.50: BUTTONWOOD INN, $14:066; 


80 Minutes 


‘i 
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SUNDAY ON: THE RANGE. .: $15.00; 
BIG BROTHER, $12.60: SON OF MAN, 
$12.00: EMPTY SHOES, $16: UNCLE 
MEL VISITS AFRICA, $7.50; i - 


GAL: AND NUMEROUS OTH 

Your Film Orders are Prompt 
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Century Gospe! Ministries 

Nation-Wide Film 
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Write today for latest film « atalogug | 


AMAZING WORLD-WIDE RESULTS 
through use of our up-to-date 
soul-winning gospel | 


FLWSTAPS & SLES 


Seog age 


FREE ILLUSTRATED 


8-page catalogue. 


Tabernaele Pictures 
P. O. Box 1148-1 
Tacoma 1, Wash. 
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GOSPEL 
LIGHT 
LESSONS 


SEE how you can effectively use these SUN- 
DAY SCHOOL LESSONS to ‘ncrease attend. 


. . Maintain interest . . . reach pupils 


ance . 
with the TRUTH of the Word. 
@ Closely graded—for every age 
@ Bible centered—for spiritual growth 
@ Undated—for use any time 


‘4 GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, February 25, 1955 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
ISt JOE B. RICE recently con- 
ducted a revival campaign with the 
Temple Baptist Church, LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin. Ray M. Richardson is 
pastor of this small but growing 
church. There were five first-time 
decisions for Christ, several re- 
dedications and eleven families to 
begin daily devotions. 

Evangelist Joe Rice is willing 
to go to any church regardless of 
size where the Lord clearly leads. 
For information, write Evangelist 
Bill Rice, Director, Sword Staff 


of Evangelists, 214 West Wesley | 


Illinois. 
K K 


Street, Wheaton, 


EVANGELIST JACK SHULER | 


and his revival team conducted 
a wonderful revival campaign Jan- 
uary 2 through 23 in Orlando, 
Florida. Orlando, known as “the 
City Beautiful,” probably experien- 
ced the greatest revival campaign 
in its history. 

The campaign began with a 
large tent located in the very cen- 
ter of the city. The huge tent was 
filled to capacity a number of 
times until January 20 when a 
freak wind storm struck it and 
destroyed it. That night the ser- 
vices were conducted in the 
Municipal Auditorium and the next 
night moved to the city Coliseum 
which seats 5,000 people. 


On the closing night 8,000 people 
crowded the Tangerine Stadium 
to hear Jack Shuler, his team and 
the guest soloist, George Beverly 
Shea. There were over 1,000 deci- 
sions including those who came 
to be saved and those who came 
forward to rededicate their lives 
to Christ. 


* * * 


EVANGELIST FREDDIE GAGE 
and Singer Jimmy Snelen have 
just completed a five-day revival 
with the Calvary Baptist Church 
in Irving, Texas. During this time 
there were 65 additions to the 
church—34 by baptism and 31 by 
letter. There were also 57 family 
altars started and according to the 
pastor, E. A. Goldsmith, the church 
has seldom seen the Spirit of God 


move as He did during this meet- | 


ing. The revival was intended as 
a youth revival but older people 
were blessed and saved, too. 
* * * 

EVANGELIST AND MRS. MIC- 
HAEL A. GUIDO of Metter, Geor- 
gia, conducted a revival campaign 
with the Fourth Evangelical Unit- 
ed Brethren Church of York, Penn- 
sylvania, recently. There «was a 
children’s meeting one Saturday 


By the Editor 


reports a blessed revival campaign 
with the First Baptist Church of 
Momence, Illinois, January 9 
through 23. 


Dr. Piper’s letter says; “Fifty 


people signed decision cards ac- 
cepting Christ for salvation. Forty- 
three family altars were register- 
ed. One hundred and seventy-five 
walked forward to publicly rededi- 
cate their lives to Christ. Many 
young people submitted their lives 
for full-time Christian service. Of 
those saved, twelve were over 
forty years of age. Six were more 
than fifty years of age. The oldest 
was a man of 71 whom many had 
thought would never be saved. Six 
married couples accepted Christ 


‘resulting in immeasurable joy as 


| 
| 
i 


our 


homes were changed. One man 
past fifty led his first soul to 
Christ. Another man over sixty 
learned to pray aloud. Still an- 
other man more than sixty was 
delivered from the tobacco habit. 
Many testified to the change a 
family altar had made in their 
homes.” 


According to Dr. Piper, the 
church was filled night after night 
with a record Sunday School at- 
tendance on the final Sunday. 

* * * 


Pastor Jack Bennet of the Cal- 
vary Baptist Church of Danville, 
Illinois, writes: “Just a word to re- 
port the fine meeting we had with 
EDDIE WAGNER as evangelist 
and Walter Hill of North Little 
Rock, Arkansas, as. songleader. 
Twenty precious souls’ trusted 
Christ, twelve new tithers and a 
host of rededications. I would re- 
commend him to any pastor who 
wants a real soul winner.” 

* . * 


EVANGELIST WAGNER re- 
cently conducted a revival cam- 
paign with the Evangel Baptist 
Church of Bridgeport, West Vir- 
ginia, also. In this campaign there 
were 10 first-time decisions and 
51 rededications. 

* * * 


EVANGELIST JACK YOST 
recently conducted a revival meet- 
ing with the Fowlersville Meth- 
odist Church of Berwick, Pennsy]l- 
vania. The church enjoyed won- 
derful attendance during the meet- 
ing and Les Nixon of Sydney, 
Australia—now attending Bob 
Jones University — helped the first 
week as song leader and soloist. 

The meeting was reported to us 
by Roland M. Davis, a layman 
who said, “I can truthfully say 
that, as a result of the meetings, 
church has been elevated 


afternoon when more than 500/ spiritually to the highest level in 
boys and girls were present and| many years. At least eight or ten 
101 made “decisions” for Christ.| young people of high school age 
(The letter reporting the meeting} or older were brought to a saving 


was not clear as to whether all or | knowledge of 
were straight-out | Christ.” 


part of these 
conversions.) There were also 64 
conversions in the regular services 
of the campaign. Besides the con- 
versions, there were 13 young 
people who dedicated their lives for 
full-time gospel services and 
number of families promised to 
establish family altars in their 
homes. 

This is the third revival cam- 
paign conducted by the Guidos at 
Fourth Church. Mrs. Guido assists 
her husband with children’s meet- 
ings in which she uses magic and 
object lessons. 


Evangelist Bill Rice, associate 
editor, knows Mike Guido person- 
ally and is thoroughly sold on him. 
He puts soul winning first and is 
easy to get along with in meetings. 

4 * * 


Pastor Fred Bolinger of the 
Pittsburg Baptist Temple of Pitts- 
burg, Kansas, reports a_ good 
revival with EVANGELIST BOB 
OUGHTON of Belleville, Illinois. 
During the meeting there were 12 
professions of faith and a number 
who came for rededication of their 
lives to Christ. There were also 
some who promised to tithe and 
have family altars in their homes. 
Brother Bolinger feels that other 
churches would be blessed and 
strengthened by the good ministry 
of Evangelist Oughton. 

6 cS * 


EVANGELIST BILL PIPER 


the Lord Jesus 


* Bd % 
Word has come from Mr. M. 
Stanfield, P. O. Box 306, Hender- 
'son, Texas, that he and his son 


|were saved about four and a half 
a 


years ago, the same night. They 
were partners in a large grocery 
store in Henderson, but. both of 
them felt the call of God to preach. 
The son has entered the ministry 
and now is the pastor. The father 
writes that he has bought a new 
station wagon, is securing a house 
trailer, has purchased a splendid 
Miracle projector and a number of 
sound films and is going to do the 
work of a film evangelist. 

Among the films he has is the 
splendid message, “The Dying 
Thief,’ by Dr. John R. Rice. He 
also has “He That Winneth Souls,” 
another illustrated sermon of 
John Rice’s. “I Am the Way,” a 
message by Evangelist Bill Rice, 
“IT Am the Bible,” and other good 
films make up his library. 


Mr. Stanfield writes THE 
SWORD OF THE Lorp that he is 
now available for services in any 
church that would like to have him 
come to try to win souls for Christ. 
You may write him at his home 
address, 

* * * 

Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST JIMMIE THRELFALL has 
just conducted a revival meeting 
with the small Skeels Baptist 


SS 


THIS WEEK'S 


ILLUSTRATIONS 
*“OUOTES 


WE AREN’T CALLED INTO HIS VINEYARD JUST TO EAT 
GRAPES BUT TO GET BUSY AND HOE. 


NO NEED TO FEAR 
One day a troubled woman came to Hannah Whitall Smith, 
author of The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life, and told Mrs. Smith 
that she dared not surrender everything to God because she feared 


what God might ask her to do. 


Mrs. Smith knew the woman had a young son, and so she asked 
her, “Have you ever asked your little boy to do what you wanted 


him to do?” 
“Yes, many times.” 
“Has he ever refused?” 


“Yes, I am sorry to say, sometimes.” 


Mrs. Smith quietly replied, ‘ 


‘Suppose your son came to you 


WANTED: 
Church Directories 


Does your church have a church 
directory, or a list of names and 
addresses of its members? If so, 


| it would be mighty easy for you 


to introduce THE Sworp oF THE 
Lorp to your church. Just send the 
church directory to us, and we will 
gladly send sample copies to every 
family in?the church. Of course we 
won't use your name, and we'll 
return the directory if you like. 
It’s a chance to be a blessing, and 
to help lots of folks to know about 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 


PLAN TO ATTEND 
Lion 


PASSION PLAY 


Presented 
EVERY SUNDAY AT 3 O'CLOCK 
APRIL — MAY — JUNE 


and said, ‘Mother, I am going to try to obey you and do everything | = 


you want me to do.’ If your little boy said that and you knew he}: 


meant it, would you try to think of all the hard miserable things for coe 
him to do because he was in your power? 

“Or would you throw your arms around him and say, ‘My son, 
now I can show you how much I love you!’ ” 


—Philippine Evangelist 


GOD HAS PUT UP WITH A-.LOT OF THINGS FROM MOST 


OF US. 


CHANGING PASTURES 


I saw the other day a painting of a large boat laden with cattle |: 


that were being ferried across an angry, swollen river in time of 
storm. The artist had so cleverly pictured the dark, threatening 
clouds and the play of the treacherous, jagged lightning that I im- 
mediately concluded that the freight of the poor dumb cattle was 
marked for destruction. But the title of the painting was simply 
“Changing Pastures.” Many times we imagine that God’s plans mean 
disaster and affliction, but he is simply “changing pastures,” for our 
good and the welfare of our brethren. 


—The Sunday School Times 


- (From the book of 95 pages, DRIFTWOOD. Price, paper binding, $1. Sword of 


the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois.) 


Church of Gladwin, Michigan. This 
is a small rural church with an 
average attendance of considerably 
less than 100. Yet Evangelist Threl- 
fall went there to conduct the first 
revival campaign the church has 
enjoyed for at least seven years! 
There were several conversions, 
some Christians who got right with 
the Lord, several families who be- 
gan a family altar, and a number 
of young people who 
themselves to Christ. 


Evangelist Threllfall sometimes 
accepts revival meetings with the 
largest churches, but he also ac- 
cepts meetings in the smallest, 
and in either case, his ministry is 
wonderfully blessed of God. 


* * * 


EVANGELIST CLIFTON W. 
BRANNON, 626 Electra Street, 
Longview, Texas, writes the editor: 
“God gave us a great revival in 
Miller Road Baptist Church, Gar- 
land, Texas, where one of the most 
promising pastors of the Southern 
Baptist Convention is preacher— 
Rev. Jack Hyles. There were 99 
definite decisions, 82 of these join- 
ing the church, 7 made first-time 
professions of faith, but were not 
baptized. The Sunday following 
our revival on January 16, there 
were 12 conversions and joined for 
baptism, and a total of 21 additions 
to the church, which, of course, 
was a part of the revival. 

“IT begin a revival in Connell 
Baptist Church, Fort Worth, to- 
night (Feb. 1). Please remember 
us in your prayers. 

“I enclose a small contribution 
to help carry on your good work.” 
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The Key to Successful Soul Winning 


(Continued from page 1) 


swear, saying, I know not this 
man of whom ye speak” (Mark 14: 
71). 

Yes, this promise was _ surely 
given to powerless men, but, 
thank God, it is equally true that 
it was given to men who became 
powerful! These same cowardly 
men became powerful in courage! 
All of them spoke out boldly at 
Pentecost, especially Peter, the 
one whose cowardice was especial- 
ly notable before the crucifixion. 
Later these same men repeatedly 
defied the orders of the High 
Priest and others to stop preach- 
ing Christ and the resurrection. 
Later James was beheaded, John 
was exiled, others were imprison- 
ed, and nearly all suffered martyr- 
dom gladly and joyfully. 

However, this promise was not 
only given to men who became 
powerful in courage, but also 
powerful in results. There were 
3,000 converted, baptized and add- 
ed to the church as a result of their 
boldness in preaching on the day 
of Pentecost (Acts 2:41). Shortly 
thereafter another 5,000 men turn- 
ed from sin to the Saviour through 
their anointed efforts (Acts 4:4). 
The Book of Acts continues with 
the record of entire households, 
and sometimes whole cities, turn- 
ing to Christ through their min- 
istry. These failures became suc- 
cesses after being filled with the 
Holy Spirit. This was the key: 
“they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:4; 4:31). 
What we need for success is Holy 
Spirit power! 

The other Scripture quoted at 
the head of this article, Luke 
11:13, tells how to get what we 
need for this successful soul win- 
ning. In other words, here is a 
principal secret for being “filled 
with the Holy Ghost.” Jesus, after 
teaching His disciples how to pray 
for soul winning power, gave them 
the assurance, “If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children: how much 
more shall your heavenly’ Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him?” Do you want Holy 
Spirit power for soul winning? 
Then simply ask! 

Summed up, here is what these 
Scriptures teach: (1) Soul win- 
ning success is dependent upon 
Holy Spirit anointing and fullness. 
(2) Holy Spirit anointing and full- 
ness 1s given by our Heavenly 
Father in direct, definite answer 
to prayer! 

How important, then, that we 
who are saved be properly and 
biblically instructed about low to 
pray! John the Baptist instructed 
his disciples relative to prayer. 


This ’n That... 


(Continued from page 2) 


tually felt 
ourselves. 

There is another set on “Bethle- 
hem-Judea”’ with ten slides. 

Not only are the pictures ex- 
cellent, but informative manuals 
are supplied with each slide-set, 
also. And you will find the Mat- 
sons are trustworthy and as honest 
as the day is long. 


we had been there 


Unusual Films 


Unusual Films, a branch of the 
Bob Jones University in Greenville, 
South Carolina, will soon release 
“Wine of Morning,” a gospel film 
in full color based on the novel of 
the same name by Bob Jones, Jr., 
president of Bob Jones University. 

The most extensive and careful 
preparation has gone into the pro- 
duction of this feature-length film. 
Since the story revolves around a 
young man who lived in the time 
of Christ, extensive sets were pre- 
pared. These, of course, took a 
tremendous amount of time and 
money and probably few studios 
outside the commercial ones could 
have prepared them with such an 
eye to detail and authenticity. The 
costumes of the actors were faith- 
fully copied from clothing of that 
age, and the replica of an ancient 
ship was exact to the last port- 
hole! 

Those who have seen other 
productions of Unusual Films will 
look forward with eager and con- 
fident expectation to the release 
of “Wine of Morning” in a few 
weeks. This will doubtless be one 
of the finest contributions to gos- 
pel films produced in 1955. 


Jesus took time to instruct His 
disciples with regard to prayer. 
And Christians today just as 
surely need help if they are ever 
going to know how to pray as 
they ought. 

Where can that help be found? 
The answer, obviously, is that the 
instruction is found on the pages 
of the Word of God. But, again, 
the problem for the average Chris- 
tian is how to find that instruc- 
tion. And here is where Dr. John 
R. Rice’s marvelous book, Prayer 

Asking and Receiving, has prov- 
en to be worth more than its 
weight in gold to literally thous- 
sands of people! This unusual book 
is Simply an orderly presentation 
of what the Bible teaches about 
prayer. The jacket of the. book 
sums up its contents when it says, 
“Here one can learn how to pray 
in the will of God, grow in faith, 
really get things from God and 
live the joy-full life of daily an- 
swered prayer.” That is exactly 
what is does! 

Among other things, it will 
teach you how to pray for soul 
Winning power. The pastor of the 
church where I am in a revival 
as I write these lines told me of 
a young man who was converted 
under his ministry, then moved 
to another city for employment. 
There the young man’s foreman 
gave him Dr. Rice’s book on 
Prayer, I. believe, and_ other 
Sword of the Lord literature. In no 
time at all he was an enthusiastic, 


successful, soul-winning leader on | 


his job and in his church. Last 
night this pastor spoke of another 
man, a minister, who received his 
zeal and fire from Prayer and 
other Sword publications. 

If you have read Chapter VI, 
“Praying for Daily Bread,’ which 
appears in this issue of THE SwWorD 
OF THE LORD, you do not need any 
insistence from me that this book 
teaches how to get soul winning 
power in answer to prayer. Read- 
ing that chapter 
enough: 


Who Ought to Have 
- This Book? 

First, pastors and other full 
time Christian workers who are 
not consistent soul winners should 
have this book. Perhaps their fail- 
ure in this vital, essential matter 
is due to the fact that they do 
not know how to pray effectively. 
This book will teach them. 

Second, Sunday School teachers 
who do not win their pupils to 
Christ should have this book. The 
Sunday School should be one of 
the main reaping grounds in a 
local church. The teacher’s ob- 
jective should always be that of 
winning every member of the 
class to a saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. Sunday School teach- 
ers who are failing here probably 
do not know how to pray. They 
should have Prayer-—-Asking and 
Receiving placed into their hands 
immediately. . 

Third, church officers and lead- 
ers who are not fruitful in this 
matter of soul winning should 
have this book also. An office in 
a local church is not a matter of 
prestige alone or an occasion for 
vain glory. That officer has been 
put in this capacity of leadership 
to influence others for Christ and 
to set an example for the rest of 
the church in fishing for men. 
There should be no place in any 
Bible church for an officer who is 
not a soul winner. Yet, how many 
church officers do you know who 
consistently win others to the 
Saviour? Prayer—-Asking and Re- 
ceiving can revolutionize their 
lives if you place it in their hands! 

Fourth, let me just sum it up 
by saying that every layman 
should have this book since every 
born-again Christian is responsible 
before God to be a soul winner! 
For example, how about you? 
Have you been reaching others for 
Christ and His church? Is your 
life a fruitful one with regard to 
souls? Do you have the anointing, 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit 
upon your witnessing? Do you 
know how to get it? This book 
will help you! 


How to Get “Prayer—Asking 
| and Receiving” 

How can you get this book? 
One way would be to purchase it 
outright at your favorite book 
store or from the Sword of the 


5 Things You Should Know 


(Continued from page 1) 


branches. They fail to recognize 
that the tree itself is bad. They 
pick off the sour apples, but next 
year there are more than ever. It 
is not your sins that God is con- 
cerned about,. it is the fact that 
you are a sinner. You see, your 
very nature is corrupt. Even 
though you get rid of some of your 
sins, you are still a sinner. ‘‘The 
heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked” (Jer. 
17:9), says ~ God: .: “There: is 
none righteous, no, not one’ (Rom. 
3:10). “For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God” 
(Rom. 3:23). That, my friend, 
Should settle it. Your heart is 
corrupt. There is no one who is 
righteous. Everyone has _ sinned. 
Thus saith the Lord. 


So, you see, the tree itself must 
be made good before the fruit will 
be good. A new nature is impera- 
tive, and until there has been a 
new graft the fruit will still be bad. 
It is not reformation that you 
need, but regeneration, a new 
life. Your old Adamic nature is 
bad, bad throughout. You are a 
Sinner and a sinner needs a Sav- 
iour. 


Lord Publishers here at Wheaton, 
Illinois. The large, attractive 
clothbound edition with 328 pages 
sells for $2.50 a copy. If you order 
by mail from the publishers you 
Should include an extra 15¢c to 
cover the cost of postage and 
handling for one copy. When or- 
dering more than one copy it is 
only necessary to add 5° of your 
order cost for postage and han- 
dling. 

Or you may get the special 
paper bound edition of Prayer 
Asking and Recewing by sending 
subseriptions to THE SWORD OF 
THE Lorp during our present spe- 
cial subscription campaign. Three 
yearly subscriptions for $5 will 


earn you one free paper copy of. 


the book. Notice that this price 


God put it. this way: ‘All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned everyone to his own 
way’ (Isa. 53:6). How many 
are included in that little word 
“all”? Everyone is. I am. You are. 
We are all sinners in the sight of 
God. “All we like sheep have gone 
astray.’ There is not one but who 
has strayed away. Note, if you will. 
God's comparison. He does not 
compare us to dogs or horses. 
They can find their way home 
again. He compares us to sheep. 
When a sheep is lost, it is lost. 
When it strays away it can never 
find its way back. Someone must 
go out in search of it. The shep- 
herd must find it and bring it 
home. You and I, like lost sheep, 
have gone astray and we can 
never find our way back. That is 
why the Great Shepherd, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, came down = from 
Heaven above. He came to seek 
and to save that which was lost. 
All these years He has been in 
search of you. He is ever seeking, 
but you are going away. You are 
straying. 

What does it mean to “stray’’? 
What does it say? “We have 
turned every one to his own way.” 
You say, 
have never done anything wrong. 
I have always lived a good life.” 
Listen to me. Let me ask you a 
question. Have you ever turned 
God’s way? “No,” you say, “there 
never has been a time when I 
have turned to God.” Well, now, 
there are only two ways that you 
can turn. One is “God’s way,” 
other is “your own 
therefore, you have not. turned 
God’s way, you must have turned 
your own way, and, if you 
turned your own way, then you 
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have gone astray, and God’s Word 
is true. But you know you have, 
You know perfectly well. Again 
and again you have turned your 
own way, and every time yon 
have turned your own way you 
have gone astray. That, my friend, 
sinner. A sinner is 
one who has strayed, one who has 
turned his own way. 

Why do I want to convince you 
that you are a sinner? Why do I 
thus reason with you? Because a 
sinner needs a Saviour. You will 
never be conscious of your need 
of a Saviour until you recognize 
the fact that you are a sinner. 
Therefore, I must first of all prove 


‘to you that you are a sinner; for 


only then will you realize: 
need of a Saviour. It is when a 
man is drowning that he calls ior 
a rescuer. It is when he is sick 
that he sends for a physician. It 
is when he is lost that he wants 
to be found. Yes, and it is when 
he is a sinner that he wants the 
Saviour. 

Will you admit it? Are you 
ready now to take your place as a 
and guilty sinner? Do you 
realize. that you undone and 
that there is no hope for you, be- 


your 


are 


(Continued on page 6) 


A SD 


a big saving, Ordinarily the sub- 
scription price is $2.50 per year 
and 3 subscriptions would cost you 
$7.50. But during this special cam- 
paign you get THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp at a one-third-off bargain 
rate AND a free paper copy of 
Prayer with our compliments. 
Please remember that Canadian 
and foreign subscriptions are 50c 
extra for each one due to higher 
postage rates for second class mail 
going out of the States. 

Since we knew some would not 
be satisfied with anything less 
than the regular clothbound edi- 
tion of Prayer—-Asking and Re- 
ceiving, we decided to make that 
available also to our friends who 
would send in subscriptions. Here 
is how you can get one: For every 
6 yearly subscriptions to THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD which you will 
send in for $10, we will give you 
one clothbound copy of Prayer-— 
Asking and Receiving by Dr. John 
R. Rice. Remember again, please, 
that Canadian and foreign sub- 
scriptions must be 50c extra for 
each one. 

You may do anything about the 
above, taking your choice of the 
gift premiums as you please, just 
as long as you send in $5 worth of 
subscriptions for each paper 
bound book and $10 worth of sub- 
scriptions for each cloth bound 
book. For example, one three-year 
subscription and $5 would earn 
a papers book or two three-year 
subscriptions and $10 would merit 
one cloth bound book or two paper 
bound books. Simply write your 
subscriptions on a sheet of papcr, 
printing the names and addresses 
plainly and indicating whether the 
subscriptions are new or renewal, 
enclose the money. with check or 
money order, tell us what books 
you want as your gift and send it 
to THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 

But I suggest that you act to- 
day. This offer is not limited in 
quantity but it is with regard to 
time, That is, you may send in as 
many subscriptions to THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD and get as many 
free copies of Prayer—-Asking and 
Recewing as you desire, but this 
special offer is going to end in a 
few weeks so you must act soon. 
What a tragedy it would be if 
you waited until too late and miss- 
ed out on one of the finest offers 


we have ever made. Please send. 


in your subscriptions at once. 


The Roman Catholic 
Bible Has the Answer 


By Oswald J. Smith 


This is one of the most help- 
ful. messages ever written on 
toman Catholicism. It does 
not condemn, it exposes. Every 
quotation in it is from the 
Catholic Bible. It should be 


Who Are the False Prophets? 


By Oswald J. Smith 


In this book Dr. Smith deals with the errors of Jehovah's 
Witnesses, Seventh Day Adventism, Christian Science, Spiritual- 
“JIsm, Mormonism and British Israelism. It is the result of years | 
of painstaking study and investigation. 


given to Roman Catholics every-! 100 Bloor East, Torente 5, Canada 


Price .50 


where, especially priests and 

nuns. Dr. Smith’s arguments 

are simply unanswerable. 
Price .10 


Hymns of Blessing 


Oswald Smit! 


’*s most famous hymns, 
“Then Jesus Came,” 
esence,”® “God Un- 

y others. 


Price .50 
All 3 Books Only $1.00 
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every slide. 


THE MATSON PHOTO SERVICE 
1282 South Highland Ave. 
Los Angeles 19, California 
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The Twenty-Third Psalm, 14 slides, 
$3.50 
Bearing on Bible 
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Palestine, 100 slides, 
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The Matson Slides 


MOST COMPLETE COLLECTION OF 
BIBLE LAND COLORED SLIDES 


Each slide-set has complete manual describing 


For further description, see article “This ’n 


With your first order, a comprehensive list of 
subjects (much in demand by returning tourists), will be sent you. 
Complete satisfaction or your money will be promptly returned. 
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Palestine, 50. slides, 
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5 Things You 


(Continued from page 5) 


cause you are utterly bad, total- 
ly depraved? Have I argued suf- 
ficiently? Are you ready now to 
believe God’s Word? My friend, if 
I were you, I would accept what 
God has said. I would take my 
place as a helpless, Hell-deserving 
sinner and throw myself on the 
mercy of God. This, then, is the 
first thing you should know—yYou 
are a sinner. 


Second, God Loves You 


“How,” you cry, “how can that 
be possible? How can God love me 
if I am a sinner? I cannot love 
the unlovely. I only love those who 
love me, those who are respect- 
able and lovable. How can God 
love a guilty, vile sinner like me?” 
That, my friend, is the amazing 


Should Know 


thing about it. That is something 


man cannot do. But God can, He 
can love you, sinner though you 
are. He does not love your sin any 
more than you love the disease 
that afflicts your child; but just 
as you love your child so God loves 
you. You love the child in spite of 
the disease. God loves you in spite 
of your sin. 


There is no love like God’s love. 
It staggers the imagination. It is 
unfathomable and° indescribable. 
It is a love that cannot be explain- 
ed; but the fact remains that it 
is real. God loves you. 


“For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life’ (John 3:16). That 
is the greatest statement con- 
cerning the love of God found 
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Prediction Made by Baptist Editor 
in Mississippi Comes to Pass! 


Southern Baptist News, Henry Bucklew 
of Jackson, Mlississippi, prophetically 
commented in a review: “Prayer—Ask- 
ing and Receiving is destined to become 
one of the greatest books on prayer ever 
written. It was written by one who has 


Yes, Prayer—Asking and Receiving 
was destined to become one of the great- 
| est books on prayer ever written. 

years now it has been America’s best 
| seller on prayer. In these 12 short years 
| popular demand has resulted in the print- 

ing of 165,000 copies in the English lan- 
| guage alone, not counting editions in 
| foreign languages and dialects. Its honest 

and literal interpretation of Scripture, its many, many thrilling 
} illustrations from the personal life of the author, and its insistent 
| 


alike! Read Chapter VI, “Asking Bread for Sinners,” which 
appears elsewhere in this issue of THE SworD OF THE LorD, and 
you will know why this book was destined to become a classic! 
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anywhere in the Bible. It is the 
very heart of the Gospel. It tells 
us of a love so great that a Son 
was given in order that men might 
have everlasting life. If you, my 
friend, can resist such love as that, 
then you will have to perish, and 
perish eternally, for God can do no 
more. 


It is like the love of a father 
for a prodigal son, Like the love 
of a mother for a wandering child. 
Like the love of a wife for an un- 
faithful husband. The love of a 
sovereign for a rebellious subject. 
But their love is a mere reflection 
of the love of God. It is easy to 
love the lovely, to love those who 
love you in return. But to love the 
rebellious, to love your enemies, to 
love those who hate you and de- 
spise you, ah, that is something 
entirely different. Only God can 
love under such circumstances. 
But He does, nevertheless. If it 
were not for His love the human 
race would be blotted out of exist- 
ence, There would be no hope. 


He so loved that He gave. That 
is the measure and the proof of 
His love. Love gives and God’s 
gift was His Son. He did not send 
an angel. He might have sent any 
one of a million angels, but He 
didn’t. He chose His one and only 
Son, His dearly beloved, and He 
sent Him. Could there be any 
greater proof of His love than 
that? And when wicked men slew 
His Son, He allowed them to do 
it, even though He could have 
stopped them at a moment’s 
notice. He knew that you: could 
not be saved unless Christ died. 
An atonement had to be made. 
And so He watched His Son as 
they drove the nails into His 
hands and feet. He watched Him 
as He died. That, I say, was the 
expression of His love. 


Would you have done it if you 
could have saved your son? Would 
you have saved him, or would you 
have let him die? If you could 
have rescued him, would you have 
gone to his aid, or would you 
have let him perish? You know 
what you would have done. You 
would have delivered him if you 
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but He didn’t. He allowed Him 
to suffer, and to suffer the anguish 
of the cross. And He did it because 
of His love for you. Will you be- 
lieve it? 

“But,” you say,*“I have sinned. 
I am a great sinner. I have done 


‘so many terrible things.” Never 


mind, my friend. It doesn’t matter 
what you have done. I don’t care 
what kind of a sinner you are, God 


loves you just the same. Your sin} 


makes ‘no difference whatever. God 
loved Mussolini and Hitler and 
Stalin, and, had they turned to 
Him, He would have _ forgiven 
them. Me did not love their deeds, 
but He loved them. No life is too 
sinful, no heart too black. God 
can love the vilest of the vile. You 
may be a murderer, a liar, a thief. 
You may have been a bank-robber. 
You may have stooped to immoral- 
ity, to adultery. You may even 
have been a prostitute, a common, 
ordinary harlot, a stréeetwalker. 
It makes no difference. Still, I 
say, God loves you. 

“God commendeth His love to- 
ward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Rom. 5:8). There are those who 
are willing to die for the good 
but Jesus, you see, died for the 
bad. Oh, what love! He did not 
wait until we had ceased being 
sinners, but He died for us while 
we were sinners, and He did it 
because He loved us. 

“Who loved me, and gave him- 
self for me” (Gal. 2:20). There He 
speaks of one person, a single in- 
dividual. Paul says, He _ loved 
“me.” So, you see, He loves you 
and He loves you as an individual. 
Yes, and because He loved you He 
gave Himself for you. 

“Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his 
own blood” (Rev. 1:5). First of 
all, you see, He loved you, and 
then after loving you He washed 
you, or loosed you, from your sins. 


There, again, you have God’s love, 


as expressed in Jesus Christ. 

“In his love and in his pity he 
redeemed them” (Isa. 63:9). 
Again, first of all He loved them, 
then, after having loved them, He 
redeemed them. You see, they 
were slaves. Yet, in spite of their 
Slavery, still He loved them, and 
He loved them so much that He 
redeemed them. Oh, what love! 

What now, my friend, are you 
going to do with His love? Are 
you going to despise Him and 


show no appreciation whatever? 
Are you going to ignore such love? 
Can you bear to turn away? Is it 
not possible to woo you, to win 
you to His side? If you cannot 
be won by His love, then how can 
you be won? Oh, my friend, let 
that love of His, that wonderful 
love, break your heart, hard 
though it is. Let Him woo you. 
Let Him-win you. Will you do it? 
Will you respond to His _ love? 
Will you turn your face Godward? 
Will you let Him reason’ with 
you? If you will, you will be saved. 
That is the second thing you 
should know—God loves you. 


Third, He Does Not Want 
You to Perish 


If He wanted you to perish, He 
would not have loved you. He 
would not have given His Son to 
die for you. He would not have 
provided salvation. The very fact 
that He has made provision for 
you proves conclusively that He 
wants you to be saved. If He 
had wanted you to perish He 
would have left you alone. But 
because He wants to rescue you, 
He has provided salvation for you. 

The Bible says, ‘The Lord is not 
willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repent- 
ance” (II Pet. 3:9). That should 
be sufficient. God says that He is 
not willing that you should perish, 
that He wants you to come to 
repentance. 

“As I live, saith the Lord God, 
I have no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked; but that the wick- 
ed turn from his way and live” 
(Ezek. 33:11). ‘‘Have I any pleas- 
ure at all that the wicked should 
die? saith the Lord God: and not 
that he should return from his 
ways and live?” (Ezek. 18:23). 
“For I have no pleasure in the 


death of him that dieth, saith 
the Lord God: wherefore’ turn 
yourselves, and live ye” (Ezek. 


18:32). “Turn. ye, turn ye from 
your evil ways; for why will ye 
die?”’ (Ezek. 33:11). 

My friend, that should be suf- 
ficient. Why need I say more? 
Again and again God urges you to 


He cries out, ‘Why will ye die?” 
Over and over He tells you that 
He does not want you to- perish, 
that He is not even interested in 
the death of the wicked, but that 
He wants you to be saved. And 
if He is not willing that any should 
perish, He is not willing that you 
should perish. God will take no 
delight in your damnation. He 
wants you tobe saved. 

If not, then again I say, why 
has He provided salvation for you? 
Why does He send His messengers 
to warn you? Why does he convict 
you of your sin? Why does the 
Holy Spirit plead with you? You 
know the answer. God does not 
want you to perish. 

Did He want Noah to perish? 
Then why did He tell him to build 
an ark? Did he want the antedi- 
luvians to perish? Then why did 
He send Noah to preach to them? 
Did He want Lot to perish? ‘Then 
why did He rescue him from the 
city of Sodom? Did he want the 
world to perish? Then why did He 
give His Son to die on Calvary? 
Does He want you to perish? Then 
why does He love you, and seek 
you, and plead with you to be 
saved? My friend, when you can 
answer these questions, then you 
will know whether or not God 
wants you to perish. 

Man is on an incline. He is 
headed for destruction. Hell will 
be his everlasting doom. But God 
has thrown the body of His Son 
across that incline and if man is 
to perish he will have to go over 
the body of Christ. 


God has set up danger signals 
everywhere to warn sinners, lest 
they go on in their sin and are 
lost. The red light flashes out on 
every side. If you are to perish, 
you will have to get by all the 
warning signals that God has 
placed to intercept you. You will 
have to defy His messengers, ig- 
nore His pleadings, and close your 
eyes to every stop sign in your 
way. God has done all He can. He 
can do no more. If you perish, you 
perish. This then, is. the third 
thing you should know — God 
does not want you to perish. 


Fourth, Christ Has Become 
Your Substitute 


Hundreds of years ago Abraham 
offered up a lamb and the Word of 
God says that it was “ in the stead 
of” his son. So it was that Jesus 
‘Christ was offered for you. He 


turn. from. your sin.and to seek Him. 


became your Substitute when He 
took your place and died in your 
room and stead on Calvary’s 
cross. 

The Bible says, “Christ suffered, 
the just for the unjust” (I Pet. 
3:18). Thus it was, my friend, that 
He became your Substitute. He 
took your. place, suffered in your 
stead, bore your penalty, in order 
that you might be saved. He died 
so that you could live. - 

I remember a story of a man 
who was. court-martialed and ord- 
ered to be shot, and I remember 
that another offered to take his 
place and die in his stead. That 
man became his substitute. Could 
he ever forget him? The memory 
of what he had done would remain 
with him the rest of his days. 
Someone else had been executed 
in his stead. | 

That is what Barabbas must 
have thought if he saw § Jesus 
hanging on the cross. For Barab- 
bas, you remember, was to have 
been crucified, but Jesus was chos- 
en instead. In other words, a sub- 
stitute had been provided, and so 
Barabbas was set free. 


“The Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). That 
is exactly what happened nine- 
teen hundred years ago. God took 
your sins and mine and laid them 
on the sinless head of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, His only begotten 
Son. Christ bore our sins in His 
own body on the tree. He took 
our guilt and gave us His right- 
eousness in exchange. Oh, what a 
sacrifice! What a substitute! He 
was sinless and therefore He could 
die for the sinner. The filth of 
man’s sin was borne by Him. He 
died that we might not perish. 


All down through the centuries 
thousands upon thousands of in- 
nocent little lambs were offered 
in sacrifice upon Jewish altars for 
the sins of the people. They were 
but types of the one supreme 
sacrifice that was to be offered 
by Jesus Christ, and that sacrifice 
was Himself. No longer is _ it 
necessary to offer a sacrifice. He 
has now been offered. Nineteen 
hundred years ago He took man’s 


.place..and.died..that..man...might 


live. “Behold the lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29), cried John as he 
pointed to Jesus. Christ was God’s 
Lamb and it was Christ who was 
offered as man’s Substitute. 


All the sacrifices that man can 
offer now, all. the masses that 
can be said, all the offerings that 
Jews can present to God — all can 
be of no avail. Christ has suffer- 
ed. The supreme sacrifice has been 
offered. He offered Himself once: 
He will never have to be offered 
again. That one sacrifice satisfied 
God. No other will ever be needed. 
Jesus paid it all. He became man’s 
substitute, man’s sinbearer. He 
was the God-Man and He alone 
could atone for sin. 


“But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for 
our iniquities: the echastisement: of 


his stripes we are healed.” (Isa. 
53:5). Wounded for whose trans- 
gressions? Yours and¥mine. Bruis- 
ed for whose iniquities? Your ini- 
quities and mine. By whose stripes 
are we healed? By the stripes of 
Jesus Christ. 


“Nor yet that he should offer 
himself often . . . for then must 
he often have suffered ... but 
now once in the end of the world 
hath he appeared to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
Christ was once offered to bear 
the sins of many” (Heb. 9:25-28). 


Thus it was that He became 
man’s Substitute. He put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself. Will 
you believe it? Are you willing 
now to accept Him as your Sub- 
stitute? Will you turn from re- 
liance upon all else—sacrifices— 
masses — offerings — anything — 
and will you now place your con- 
fidence in the one supreme sacri- 
fice, in the one perfect offering, 
in the Christ who nineteen hun- 
dred years ago became your Sub- 
stitute? Will you trust Him? If 
you will, you will be saved. That 
is the fourth thing you should 
know—Christ has become your 
Substitute. 


Fifth, His Atoning Blood Is 
Now Your Only Hope 
of Salvation 
Oh, how Satan hates the blood! 


} There is. hardly a false cult that 


accepts it. Man wants to find 
another way. The. unregenerate 


(Continued on page 7) 


our peace was upon him; and with 
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heart cannot bear the thought of 
the blood. Adam and Eve came 
with their fig leaves. They tried 
their best to cover themselves, 
but God was not satisfied. In due 
time He provided coats of skin, 
which must have necessitated the 
death of some animal, thus por- 
traying the blood that was to be 
shed on Calvary’s cross hundreds 
of years later. 


Cain preferred the fruits of the 
field. He wanted the grain for his 
offering. Abel came with a lamb. 
Blood had to be shed. God rejected 
Cain’s offering and accepted Abel’s. 
One came in his own way, the 
other in the God-appointed way. 
Even then God told Cain that 
there was an offering available, 
but Cain refused to offer it. The 
blood was abhorrent to him and 


| he would have none of it. 


When Moses led the children of 
Israel out of the land of Egypt he 
instituted the Passover. A lamb 
was Slain and the blood sprinkled 
on ‘the door-posts, thus typifying 
the protecting blood of Christ. 
Those in the houses so sprinkled 
were saved. All others perished. 
God had said, “When I see the 
blood I will pass over you,” and 
He did. Blood there had to be. It 
was either blood or destruction. 


Until Calvary the Israelites 
looked forward and in faith they 


| offered their sacrifices, Christ has 


Should Know 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


now died, His blood has been shed. 
Today we look backward and rest 
our faith on the Word of God 
which tells us that the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin. 


My friend, the blood may be re- 
pugnant to you now, but once you 
are saved, it will become precious. 
You will realize that Christ had to 
shed His blood in order to atone 
for your sin. “Without the shed- 
ding of blood is no_ remission” 
(Heb. 9:22). “It is the blood that 
maketh an atonement for the soul” 
(Lev. 17:11). “You were not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, 
as silver and gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ” (1 Pet. 
1:18,19). 


Hence there can be no salvation 
apart from the blood. It is the 
blood that atones, the blood that 
redeems. And it is the ‘shed’ 
blood. Unless Jesus Christ died 
there would have been no atone- 
ment. His blood was not effica- 
cious when flowing through His 
veins. It was when it was shed 
that it atoned for man’s sin. There 
is no salvation apart from the 
blood. 

You may look at your works. 
God looks at the blood. You may 
turn to-feligion. God turns to the 
blood. You may value your moral- 
ity. God values the blood. No 
works, no religion, no church, no 
morality, no deeds of yours, can 
ever take the place of the blood. 
What a costly redemption! To you 
salvation is free, but it cost God 
the blood of His Son. Hence, I say, 
you should know that His atoning 
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teach people to pray. Christians 
do not automatically become 
great men and women of prayer 
just as soon as they are born 
again. Prayer is an art that re- 
quires teaching. Every pastor and 


blood is your only hope of salva- 
tion. 


What Are You Going to Do? 


My friend, what do you say? 
The issue is now clear. You know 
you are a sinner, but you know 
that God loves you, and that He 
does not want you to perish. You 
know now that Jesus has become 
your Substitute, and that His aton- 
ing blood is your only hope of sal- 
vation. All this, I say, you know. 
But what are you going to do 
about it? You may know it all 
and still be lost, and lost eternally. 
A knowledge of God’s salvation 
will not save you any more than a 
knowledge of food will save you 
from. starvation. You must partake 
of it if you are to be saved. A 
knowledge of water. will not 
quench your thirst. You must 
drink it. A knowledge of medicine 
will not cure you. You must take 
it. You may know all the teach- 
ings of the Bible and still be lost. 
A knowledge of God’s redemption 
and an understanding of His plan 
does not mean that you are a 
Christian. There must be a re- 
sponse on your part, a turning to 
God, an acceptance of His provi- 
sion. 

If you are now traveling away 
from God, you must right-about 
face and travel toward Him. If 
now you are rejecting His Son, 
you must reverse your decision 
and accept Him. If you are now 
rebelling against His plan of sal- 
vation, you must humble yourself 
and receive it. If your reliance has 
been upon your own efforts, your 
own works or endeavors, you 
must cast them away and rely 
upon Him. You are not saved by 
a system, you. are saved by a 
Person. A. knowledge of the laws 
of swimming will not save you 
from drowning, you.must give 
yourself over to a rescuer. 

It is not the church that saves 
you. It is Christ. It is not your 
religion. It is Christ. It is not 
your works. It is Christ. It is not 
what you are. It is what He has 
done. You must come saying, “‘No- 
thing in my hand I bring, Simply 
to thy cross I cling.” It is not 
even your faith that saves you. It 
is the One in whom you place your 
faith. 

Here is a chair. I’m tired and 
weary. I say to you, “What must 
I do to rest?” You answer, ‘Be- 
lieve on the chair and thou shalt 
rest.”’ I reply, “I do believe. I have 
always believed. There has never 
been a time when I have not be- 
lieved. What elsé do you want me 
to believe? What more can I be- 


_lieve? Tell me, and I will believe 


anything you say. I believe right 
now on the chair, but I am still 
tired. I am still exhausted. I have 
not yet found rest.” 

Finally, I turn to another. 
“What must I do to rest?” I ask. 
“Trust the chair. Commit thyself 
to the chair. Give thyself up to 
the chair. Lean thy whole weight 
on the chair, and thou shalt rest,” 
is the answer. “Oh,” I say, “why 
didn’t you tell me that before?” 
And now I sit down, and, in a 
moment, I find\ymyself resting. 

“Oh,” I ery, ‘why did you talk 
to me about believing? Why did 
you appeal to my intellect? Why 
did you tell me to believe some- 
thing? Why didn’t you tell me to 
trust the chair, to commit myself 
to the chair? Oh, it works, it 
works! I’m resting. It works! The 
moment I sat down, the moment I 
trusted the chair, the moment I 
leaned my whole weight on the 
chair, I found rest.” 

So it is with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, my friend. It is not what 
you believe, but who you believe. 
Are you trusting Him? Have you 
committed yourself to Christ? Did 
you ever walk down an_. aisle? 
Have you ever knelt at an altar? 
Did you ever go to an inquiry 
room? You have always believed, 
but have you ever trusted, and 
has Jesus Christ saved you? If 
not, I would reason with you. I 
would urge you to open your heart 
and receive Him as your own per- 
sonal Saviour. Will you do it? Do 
it, and do it—NOW. 


perv 


Prayer -- Asking and Receiving 


teacher should set himself to 
training people in Christ-like 
prayer. So this disciple asked 
Jesus, “Lord, teach us to pray.” 
Christians should study how to 
pray. They should ask God to 
teach them to pray. They should 
train themselves in Christ-like 
prayer. 

The entire passage of Scripture 
in Luke 11:2-13 was given by 
Jesus in response to this earnest 
request that He teach His dis- 
ciples to pray. Let us study these 
verses carefully. Let us learn to 
pray as John taught his disciples 
to pray and as Jesus taught His 
disciples to pray. We should learn 
to pray in the spirit with which 
they prayed..We should pray for 
the same kind of things for which 
they asked. And we should pray 
with assurance and according to 
the will of God. We should get 
our prayers answered as they did. 

Suppose we approach this Scrip- 
ture reverently, then, with a heart 
fully committed to learn from this 
scripture lesson, just how to pray 
as Jesus taught His disciples. 

The first thing, then, is to come 
with the same hungry heart the 
disciples had and pray the same 
prayer. I suggest that every read- 
er stop just now and search his 
heart a moment. Then, can you 
pray the prayer of this hungry- 
hearted disciple? If you can, then 
bow your heart before God and 
earnestly, sincerely pray this 
prayer: 

“Lord, teach me to pray.” 


Let us look to Christ to teach 
us through this Scripture. . And 
as the Holy Spirit interprets it to 
our hearts, 
pray so that we may pray as Jesus 
did and as He taught His disciples 
to pray, even as John taught his 
disciples also to pray. 


Il. Grade School Praying: 
“The Lord’s Prayer” 

Jesus then gave His. disciples 
the model prayer, which multi- 
tudes simply call ‘the Lord’s pray- 
er.” Do not quibble about the 
name. The Lord Jesus gave it 
as a model for prayer. Let us 
learn to pray as Jesus here taught 
His disciples to pray: 

“And he said unto them, When 
ye pray, say, Our Father which 
art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done, as in heaven, so in earth. 
Give us day by day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our sins; 
for we also forgive every one thag 
is indebted to us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver 
from evil” (Lk. 11:2; 3, 4). 

This prayer is simple and uni- 
versal in its usefulness. Every 
Christian, from the most ignorant 
child to the most profound scholar, 
can approach God, saying, “Our 
Father which art in heaven.” And 
every one should approach rever- 
ently, “Hallowed be thy name.” 
And all of us alike ought to pray 
for the Lord’s return and His king- 
dom on the earth. How many, 
many times the saints of God have 
uttered these words, “Thy king- 
dom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven,” without 
realizing that thus we are to pray 
regularly for the return of Christ. 
That is the blessed hope of the 
Christian (Titus 2:13). And John 
said, ‘““Even so, come, Lord Jesus” 
(Rev. 22:20). 

Note that this prayer is for 
common, everyday needs, univer- 
sal needs of the people of God. 
“Give us day by day our daily 
bread.” We have a right to pray 
for our daily needs. Food, clothes, 
shelter, a job, physical necessities; 
all these are included in God’s will 
for a Christian. Christians do not 
always get what they want, but 
Christians ought to get all they 
need. I believe that just as con- 
fidently as a child comes to its 
mother or father for food, so any 
Christian ought to come to God 
for daily needs, physical, material 
needs. God is the Maker of this 
world, and “every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father 
of lights” (Jas. 1:17). The God 
Who fed Elijah with ravens, and 
made the meal and the oil last 
all along for the widow and her 
sons and the prophet of God (I 
Kings 17:2-16), and the hand that 
fed five thousand people with 
five loaves and two fishes, can 


(Continued on-page 8) 
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still feed the saints of God and 
supply their needs. God is our 
Father. All the heavens and the 
earth are His, and He will as 
gladly clothe His children as He 
does the lilies of the field. He will 
as gladly feed His beloved as He 
does the fowls of the air. It is 
well to note that this prayer 
should be a model for prayers 
every day. We need not*use these 
exact words, but we ought at 
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About the Author => 


least to pray in the spirit of this 
prayer every day. We are encour- 
aged to pray today for today’s 
bread. Tomorrow we need to pray 
again for tomorrow’s bread. 

“And forgive us our sins.” Every 
Christian needs to pray that pray- 
er every day. We are saved, and 
yet we are saved sinners. Every 
day, according to the teaching of 
our Saviour, we should come to 
God and get all the hindrances 
removed. By confessing our sins, 
we are cleansed and _ forgiven 
them, as is faithfully promised in 
I John 1:9. And when we come to 
God for daily cleansing and for- 
giveness, let us remember to for- 
give others. 


I know that when one turns to 
Christ for salvation and depends 
upon Him in simple faith, he gets 
all of his sins forgiven; sins of the 
past, of the present, and of the 
future. All these sins, every one, 
have been laid upon Jesus Christ, 
Who has paid for them. The one 
who trusts in Christ has everlast- 
ing life and never will come into 
condemnation but is passed from 
death unto life (John 5:24). But 
there is a secondary sense in which 
Christians need forgiveness every 
day. After I am already a child 
of God, my sins grieve God and 
must be dealt with. My sins can- 
not send me to Hell, but they can 
break God’s heart; can hinder our 
fellowship, can grieve the Holy 
Spirit, can ruin my testimony and 
my happiness. Daily, every Chris- 
tian needs his sins cleansed and 
forgiven. And one sure token of 
a genuine and sincere repentance 
for sin is our willingness and glad- 
ness to forgive all those who sin 
against us. And this Scripture 
agrees with the beatitude, “Blessed 
are the merciful; for they shall ob- 
tain mercy” (Matt. 5:7). Be sure 
that you learn this secret of daily 
conquering prayer. Forgive and be 
forgiven every day. 

“And lead us not into tempta- 
tion, but deliver us from evil.” 
Every Christian needs daily lead- 
ing. We should daily beg for di- 
vine guidance to keep us out of 
temptation. David rejoiced in the 
Twenty-Third Psalm: “He lead- 
eth me in the paths of righteous- 
ness for his name’s cake.” And we 
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must daily ask God to keep us 
from the hands of the evil one. 
Prayer is a mighty weapon against 
temptation. Daily let us call on 
God for bread, for forgiveness, 
for guidance, for protection from 
sin and the temptations of Satan. 


This is the common school of 
prayer, the elementary grade of 
Christ’s school in prayer. Every 
Christian should learn to pray in 
the spirit of our _Lord’s model 
prayer. 

We must note, however, that 
all of the petitions included in 
the Lord’s Prayer are personal and 
for self. Every Christian is invited 
to ask for bread for himself, for- 
giveness for himself, guidance for 
himself and deliverance for him- 
self. Every Christian should learn 
these elementary kindergarten 
steps in prayer. But let us re- 
member that these are, after all, 
simply the first steps in prayer. 
God has far greater teaching on 
prayer that He wants to give us. 


Til. Bread for Others— 
Christ’s College Course 
in Prayer 


It is important to note that 
after the Lord’s Prayer, quoted 
above, from the mouth of the 
Saviour, there is no “amen.” The 
lesson in prayer is not over. The 
simple elements of prayer have 
been taught, and now the Lord 
Jesus goes on further into the 
marvelous realm of intercessory 
prayer, prayers for others. Here 
He teaches the disciples to enter 
into His own broken-hearted bur- 
den and pleading for the salvation 
of sinners. In Luke 11:5-8, Jesus 
continues the lesson on prayer, as 
follows: 

“And he said unto them, Which 
of you shall have a friend, and 
shall go uato him at midnight, and 
say unto him, Friend, lend me 
three loaves; for a friend of mine 
in his journey is come to me, 
and I have nothing to set before 
him. And he from within shall an- 
swer and say: Trouble me not; 
the door is now shut, and my chil- 
dren are with me in bed; I can- 
not rise and give thee. I say unto 
you, Though he will not rise and 
give him, because he is his friend, 
yet because of his importunity he 
will rise and give him as many 
as he needeth.” 

Blessed is the man who has a 


os 
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friend. But here we see illustrated 
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the man who has two. There is the’ 
Friend nearby who has plenty of 
bread, and there is the other 
friend, who, in his journey, has 
come to him and is hungry. Every 
Christian has these two friends. 
One Friend is God, who has plenty 
of bread for sinners. The other 
friend is the sinner himself. Every 
Christian in the world stands be- 
tween God and the lost world. We 
are the channel that God has 
chosen to carry bread to sinners. 
Jesus said to His disciples con- 
cerning the five thousand who 
waited, hungry—yea, famishing 
and weak—‘“Give ye them to eat” 
(Matt. 14:16). When Christ fur- 
nished the bread, the disciples 
carried it to the waiting thousands 
who had not bread. And so here 
the disciples are taught to pray 
as the man who so desperately 
needs bread for one friend “and 
so goes to another friend and 
pleads until he. gets all he needs. 


Some Christians make the mis- 
take of never separating from un- 
Saved sinners. They are not a 
peculiar people. They are like Lot 
down in Sodom, who called the 
men of Sodom “brethren” and 
lost his testimony so that ‘he 
seemed as one that mocked unto 
his sons-in-law” (Gen. 19:14). We 
should not be conformed to this 
world. It is true that we are in 
the world and we must have con- 
tact with sinners, but we should 
not live as they do. Saved people 
must be different if lost people 
are to come to us for the bread 
of life. 


But other Christians go to the 
opposite extreme. They feel that 
this world is not their home, that 
they here have no continuing city, 
and therefore they make much of 
their heavenly friends who have 
plenty of bread, but they never 
carry any to the other friends who 
have none. Some Christians try so 
hard to be sanctified and separat- 
ed that they do not love sinners, 
they do not win souls. You can 
be sure that Jesus was holy and 
sinless and other-worldly. No one 
ever could accuse Him of compro- 
mising with sin, and yet. the 
Pharisees were astonished at His 
love for sinners. “And the Phari- 
sees and scribes murmured, saying, 
This man receiveth sinners, and 
eateth with them” (Luke 15:2). 
It is remarkable how Jesus loved 
sinners, ate with sinners, preached 
to sinners, forgave sinners. 


Here, then, God has left Chris- 
tians as the link between two 
worlds, the link between God and 
man. I know that Christ is the 
one mediator between God and 
man, the one atonement for sin, 
but in some sense Christians enter 
into the mediatorial work of 
Christ. In some sense we are to 
be intercessors like Christ. Paul 
said he was one who “fill up that 
which is behind of the afflictions 
of Christ in my flesh for his body’s 
sake, which is the church” (Col. 
1:24). I wonder if you, dear read- 
er, have been in kindergarten so 
long, as regarding Christ’s teach- 
ing on prayer, that you have 


never learned to pray for others, 
have never entered into the bur- | 
den and soul-agony of Christ for 
Sinners, have never sought and 
found the bread of life for sinners, 
and carried it to them with power 
and blessing? 


Here Christ offers to teach the 
disciples to pray like Moses. He 
came down from Mt. Sinai to find 
his beloved Israel dancing naked 
about the golden calf, and saying, 
“These be thy gods, O Israel, 
which have brought thee up out 
of the land of Egypt” (Exod. 32:8). 
Moses took radical steps to destroy 
the idol and convict the people 
of their sins and stop the _plague.| 
Then he went with a broken heart 
back to the mountain to pray. God 
threatened to destroy the nation 
and to make of Moses and his de- 
scendants a great. nation. But 
Moses said, “Oh, this people have 
Sinned a great sin, and have made 
them gods of gold. Yet now, if 
thou wilt forgive their sin—; and 
if not, blot me, I pray thee, out 
of thy book which thou hast writ- 
ten” (Exod. 32:31, 32). Moses’ 
compassionate, intercessory pray- 
er prevailed with God and He did 
not destroy the nation, though 
they had sinned so _ grievouSly. 
That is not the simple and ele- 
mentary praying taught in the 
Lord's prayer. That is not kinder- 
garten praying, but the praying of 
a master. This is Christ’s college 
course in prayer. 

Here Christ would teach us to 


pray as Esther prayed for her na- 


tion of Jews to be saved from 
the hands of wicked Haman who 
had plotted to destroy them all. 


Here God would teach.us to 
pray as Daniel prayed in the ninth 
chapter of his prophecy: “By 
prayer and_ supplications, with 
fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes,” 
intereeding for the whole nation of 
Israel. Or again when he ate no 
pleasant bread, neither flesh nor 
wine, nor did he anoint himself 
with oil, till three whole wecks 
were fulfilled (Dan. 10:3). 

Christ here would have us enter 
into the travail of soul which Paul 
the apostle had so that he could 


write even under infallible, divine - 


inspiration, “I say the truth in 
Christ, I lie not, my conscience 
also bearing me witness in the 
Holy Ghost,. that I have great 
heaviness and continual sorrow in 
my heart. For I could wish that 
myself were accursed from Christ 


for my brethren, my kinsmen ac- . 


cording to the flesh” (Rom. 9:1-3). 
Most of us pray for ourselves. We 
could not say like Paul in Romans 
10:1, ‘Brethren, my heart’s desire 
and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be saved.” 


Here Christ would teach us to 
enter into His experience in the 
garden of Gethsemane, yea, into 
the very agony of the cross itself. 
Christ died to save sinners. For 
this purpose He left Heaven and 
came to earth, and was despised 
and abused and betrayed and de- 
serted and spit upon and scourged 
and mocked and stripped, and 
nailed to the cross and _ slain. 
Christ paid the price to get the 
bread of life to sinners. He Him- 
self is that Bread. None of us can 
ever take His place. None of us 
can atone for man’s sin. Christ, 
in the garden of Gethsemane, 
“went a little further’ than any- 
one else, and of course He is God’s 
only Saviour, the only mediator 
between God and man (I Tim. 2:5). 
But still it is true that He has 
granted that Christians who will 
may learn to enter into the inter- 
eessory work of Christ, to bear His 
burdens, suffer His travail, and so 
carry the bread of life from God 
to the sinner. That is the mean- 
ing of this parable when Jesus 
taught His disciples to pray, not 
only the little prayer for daily 
needs, but the great prayer of 
intercession for others. Christ 
wants us to learn the prayer of 
travail for souls, the prayer of 
intercession for others, the prayer 
that will give us bread for sinners. 


IV. Confession Before 

Importunity “ 
We started out by asking Jesus 
to teach us to pray. Then we 
must pray the kind of prayer that 
He puts in our mouths. We often 
pray the words of the Lord's 
prayer, or the model prayer, but 
why not take it to heart to pray 
also this other model prayer given 
us in Luke 11:5, 6: “Friend, lend 
me_ three loaves: for a friend of 
mine in his journey is come to 
me and I have nothing to set be- 
fore him.” This is a prayer asking 


.for bread, but it is much more— 


it is a prayer of humble confes- 
sion. How Christians do need to 
pray this prayer: 

“A friend of mine in his journey 
is come to me and I have nothing 
to set before him!” 

Every Christian who reads this 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Prayer--Asking and Receiving 
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is the best Christian somebody 
knows. Many a wife writes to me 
and says, “Brother Rice, pray for 
my husband,” or, ‘Please go to 
see my husband and try to win 
him to Christ.” But again and 
again such dear women urge, ‘Do 
not let him know that I sent you.’ 
Wives say to me, “You know how 
it is, Brother Rice. Husbands 
won't listen to their own wives.” 
Or mothers or fathers say, ‘Bro- 
ther Rice, pray for my boy. I 
hope God will send somebody to 
win him. You know boys and girls 
don’t pay much _§ attention to 
mothers and fathers. An outsider 
can do more with them.” But that 
is an alibi that will not stand up. 
It is really not true. If a mother 
is what she ought to be, she can 
have more influence over her own 
boy than anyone else in the world. 
If a Christian wife is out and out 
for God and filled with the Holy 
Spirit, she can win her husband 
more quickly than anyone else can. 


Here is the’ teaching. Jesus 
teaches us that we must admit our 
responsibility. We must frankly 
confess to God that there are cer- 
tain ones God has sent our way, 
“friends’ to whom we owe the 
bread of life. One of you who 
reads this is a wife, and God gave 
you a husband. He is dearer to 
you than life itself, dearer than 
any other earthly friend could be. 
God sent him your way. God de- 
pends upon you to give him the 
bread of life. If you do not do 
your part, if you have not the 
power to win him, then surely his 
case may be well-nigh hopeless. 


I know wives who have lived 
with husbands for thirty years 
and never won them to Christ:-I 
know brothers who have grown 
up with brothers; they have work- 
ed together and played together. 
Oftentimes they have been nearly 
inseparable, and yet the Christian 
brother has not been able to win 
his unsaved brother to Christ. I 
know fathers into whose hands and 
homes and hearts God has put 
little children. They love Daddy, 
follow after Daddy, imitate him, 
almost worship him. And yet I 
have seen such children grow up 
around about their father and he 
never once had the bread of life 
for them. 


I tell you, we cannot escape the 
responsibility of blood rétationship, 
and the responsibility of intimate 
friendship and assocation. If there 
is someone who is near and dear 
to you and is unsaved, then God 
expects you to take to them the 
bread of life. Even the rich man 
in Hell acknowledged his obliga- 
tion to his five unsaved brothers 
(Luke 16:27, 30). He knew that, 
following his example, they too 
would go to Hell unless they were 
warned, and he pled that one 
should be sent even from Heaven 
to warn his five brothers that 
they should repent lest they come 
to that place of torment where he 
Was already! You cannot escape 
your responsibility, I say, to the 
friend or wife or husband or son 
or daughter or mother or neigh- 
bor that God has sent your way. 


Multitudes of you who read 
this long to win souls, but never 
do. You pray for souls to be saved, 
and sometimes timidly you invite 
them to church, or tell them that 
you pray for them. And yet you 
do not get them saved. Why? 
Why? WHY? 

This simple prayer that Jesus 
teaches His disciples to pray gives 
us the answer. You dear Christians 
simply do not have what it takes. 
You do not have upon you the 
power of the Holy Ghost. You 
do not have the holy boldness, the 
deep concern, the travail of soul, 
the burning words, it may be, or 
the tears, or the example that 
God will use to win that soul to 
’ Himself! You, if you are honest, 
must pray this prayer of confes- 
sion, “A friend of mine in his 
journey is come to me AND I 
HAVE NOTHING TO SET BE- 
FORE HIM!” You do not have 
the bread of life to set before 
sinners. You do not have what it 
takes. God meant for you to have, 
you could have had, you may yet 
have, the bread of life for sinners. 

Let me suggest, then, Reader, 
that you drop very quietly before 
God and bow your head. Pray this 
simple prayer of confession. 
Mean it from your very soul. Ac- 
knowledge in these words your fail- 


ure, your barrenness, your shal- 
lowness as a Christian. your lack 
of fruit-bearing. Pray it now in 
your heart. Perhaps it will help 
you if you bow your head and close 
your eyes, and earnestly, and con- 
tritely, with a confession of your 
failure, pray these words, “Oh, 
God, a friend of mine (husband or 
brother or neighbor or son or 
daughter or sweetheart) has come 
to me and I have nothing to set 
before him. I ought to be able to 
win him to Christ, but I haven't 
done it,” 

Alibis and excuses here will do 
no good. If you are to learn to 
pray as Jesus is trying to teach 
you in these verses, then you will 
pray the prayer that it directed. 

Here is the shameful reason for 
the fruitlessness of Christians all 
over the land. Here is why preach- 
ers have no souls saved, why 
churches have no revivals, why 
Sunday school teachers do not win 


their pupils, why fathers and 
mothers and wives do not win 
their loved ones to Christ. The 


simple fact is that God sent loved 
Ones our way that we ought to 
win and that we could win if we 
have the bread of life, the power 
of the Holy Ghost upon us. We do 
not have what it takes to win 
souls. God has certainly bread for 
sinners. His dear, compassionate, 
bleeding heart has prepared a 
way for all mankind and His seek- 
ing Spirit will never be satisfied 
until His house is filled, and the 
wedding. table is furnished with 
guests, God has bread for sinners, 
but that bread must be carried 
by Christians. There is bread for 
you to carry to your loved one. 
I. beseech you today, go and beg 
for it, plead for it,- with confes- 
sion, with tears, with travail of 
soul, until God answers’ from 
Heaven and gives you power that 
you need, the wisdom and leader- 
ship and the message that you 
need to win souls. There is a 
Friend Who has bread, plenty of 
it, for every sinner. There is some- 
one whom God has brought to 
your door, to your life, who needs 
the bread. God means for you to 
get the bread which He has in 
abundance, and gives to the poor 
sinner who has none. Confess to- 
day your lack, your fruitlessness. 
Make your confession, admit your 
sin, and then stay and get the 
bread! 

This is a sad prayer, isn’t it? 
“T have nothing to set before him.” 
It is like the disciples who frankly 
shrank from the task of feeding 
the five thousand, and said, ‘“There 
is a lad here, which hath five 
barley loaves, and two small 
fishes; but what are they among 
so many?” (Jno. 6:9). And they 
said that even if there were two 
hundred pennyworth of bread it 
would not be enough for so great 
a multitude. And yet Jesus said to 
them, “Give ye them to eat.” 

Do you remember when Jesus 
came down from the mount of 
transfiguration and found the dis- 
ciples, who did not go, surrounded 
by a multitude? A father with his 
poor, demon-possessed son came to 
Jesus. He had brought his son to 
the disciples to cast out the devils 
and they could not cast them out! 
And since the disciples could not 
east out devils, the father doubt- 
ed whether Jesus could. But 
Jesus did. Then the disciples came 
to Jesus and said, “Why could we 
not cast them out?” They saw 
they had failed. They confessed 
their need. All over the land 
Christians and preachers ought to 
be confessing that friends in their 
journey have come to us and we 
have nothing to set before them. 
God has bread for all the sinners, 
but we have not been able to carry 
it to them. 


V. Importunity, or Praying 
Through for Bread 
for Sinners 
Read again the Scripture with 
which we began, Luke 11:5-8. 


“And he said unto them, Which | 


of you shall have a friend, and 
shall go unto him at midnight, and 
say unto him, Friend, lend me 
three loaves for a friend of mine 
in his journey is come to me, and 


I have nothing to set before him? | 


And he from within shall answer 
and say, Trouble me not; the door 
is now shut, and my children are 
with me in bed; I cannot rise and 


he will not rise and give him, be- 
cause he is his friend, yet because 
of his importunity he will rise and 
give him as many as he needeth.”’ 
In the parable which Jesus gave 
us in Luke 11:5-8, teaching us to 
pray, the man came to his friend 
at midnight to beg of him, “Friend, 
lend me three loaves.” It was at 
midnight; that would seem to in- 
dicate unusual urgency. Blessed 
is the Christian who is willing to 
break up the ordinary routine of 
his life for prayer and soul-win- 
ning. I dare say that God never 
specially blesses with an outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit in soul- 
winning power upon a Christian 
who is not willing to take extra- 
ordinary .measures to receive it. I 
say the friend came at midnight, 
and pounded upon the door and 


woke up his neighbor, saying, 
“Friend, lend me three loaves.” 


And so many of you came to God, 
too. You have prayed that God 
would save your husband, or you 
prayed that God would save your 
son, or your neighbor. You prayed 
that God would make you a soul 
winner. Surely, you thought, that 
kind of- prayer is according to the 
will of God. And yet, if you tell 
the truth, many of you who read 
this will have to admit that God 
did not answer it. You asked for 
power, but you did not receive it. 
You asked that God would help 
you to win some loved one that 
He had put in your home or that 
He had caused to cross your path, 
and yet God did not give you that 
bread for sinners. Isn’t that true? 

Here Christ is teaching us to 
pray. He teaches us to come to 
the Father as to one who has 
plenty of bread, and ask Him for 
bread for sinners. Well, since He 
teaches us to pray such a prayer, 
does He teach us to expect an 
answer? Does every one who asks 
for the bread for sinners get it? 


Let’s read again what the Lord 
Jesus said about this kind of pray- 
ing for soul-winning power, pray- 
ing for bread to give to sinners: 

“And he from within shall an- 
swer and say, Trouble me not; 
the door is now shut, and my 
children vare with me in bed; I 
cannot rise and give thee.” 

Thus the Christian who asked 
for bread to give to sinners is 
taught by the Saviour to expect 
rebuff, to expect no favorable an- 
swer at first. How strange this 
seems to us! Surely it seems that 
God would gladly give soul-win- 
ning power to every one that asks 
it, bread for sinners to everyone 
who wishes. to carry the bread. 
And yet, according to this parable, 
the bread is not forthcoming. The 
man within simply answers, “No, 
my children are with me in bed, 
and I cannot rise and give thee.” 
Isn’t-it strange for 'God to say, 
“Trouble Me not; don't bother Me. 


I don't have any time nor_disposi- 
tion now to give you bread for 
sinners’? And yet that is what the 
Seripture seems to teach! What 
can Jesus mean by these words? 

I think I can help you to see 
it by this illustration. The little 
child longs to be able to use the 
axe with which his father cuts 


down big trees and splits the stove 
wood, and yet the father care- 
fully keeps the keen-edged instru- 
ment from the child when he asks 
for it. Or will the mother im- 
mediately turn over an expensive 
sewing machine to the little girl 
the first time she wants to use 
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Dr. C. E. Matthews says: 


(Continued on page 10) 


Dr. Matthews, soul- 
winning leader among 
Texas Baptists, writes 


enthusiastically of the 
editor’s book, Prayer— 
Asking and Receiving: 


“T have not found one 
thing in your book that 
I could not say AMEN 
to. I think the outstand- 
ing thing about it is the 
practicability, which is 
what we need today. 
Books and sermons that 
are so practical they are 
down where common 
people live are books we 
need. The truth is that 
everybody is hungering 
for something that will 
help them to find God, 
and no better contribu- 
tion could be made to a 
world in this’ hour 
than a good book like 
yours on prayer.” 


Dr. Matthews is right, 
of course! No better con- 
tribution can be made 


books, if you prefer. 


each cloth one). 


“No Better Contribu- || 
tion... to a World” |) 


to the world than a good, Scripture-filled, Christ-exalting, 
life-changing book like Prayer—Asking and Receiving. What |} 
an opportunity it is to get a book like this free: a book proven 
by its wide and popular circulation! Yet you may have one 
of the special paper bound books which we printed for this 
campaign free by sending us only 3 yearly subscriptions to 
THE SworD OF THE Lorp for $5. A single three-year subscrip- ]}} 
tion and $5 will also get you a free copy of the paper edition. 

Friends who. prefer the.more durable cloth bound copies 
of Prayer—Asking and Receiving, the regular edition, may 
receive them free with each 6 subscriptions sent in with $10. 
Or, with the 6 subscriptions you may have 2 paper ‘bound 


Won’t you please take advantage of this amazing offer 
today, sending us your subscriptions, plainly writing the 
names and addresses and indicating whether they are new or 
renewal? Also please tell us which edition of the Prayer 
book you prefer (3 subscriptions for each paper book, 6 for 


The regular edition of Prayer—-Asking and Receiving, 
Chapter VI of which appears in this issue of THE SWORD OF 
THE LorpbD, ‘‘Asking Bread for Sinners,” may be purchased 
outright for $2.50 per copy. Many will want to buy them for 
their friends and they can be bought at any Christian book 
store or ordered direct from the Sword of the Lord Publishers, 
Wheaton, Illinois. If you order them from us, please help us 
with the postage and handling by adding 15c extra for one 
copy or 5% of the total order for two or more copies! 


Dr. C. E. Matthews 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, February 25, 1955 


Prayer -- Asking and Receiving 


(Continued from page 9) 


it to sew? Or what foolish parent 
would turn an expensive, high- 
powered automobile over to the 


little fellow the first’ time he 
wants to drive it? And so, I tell} 
you, it is foolish to expect the in- | 
finite God to place the dynamite of 
Heaven in the hands of 
a Christian who does not know the 
travail of soul that Christ had, | 
and has not entered into the bur- | 
den for sinners, and the sense of | 
shame over sin. How can | 
give to the 


| 
careless 


God | 
light-hearted Chris- 
tian who casually asks to be filled | 
with the Holy Spirit, asks to be 
made a great soul-winner—how 
can God, I Say, him the 
power to defeat Satan, to trans- 
form lives, yea, put in his hands | 
all the infinite power that raised 
Jesus Christ from the dead? 


vive 


“T say unto you, Though he will 
not rise and give him, because he 
is his friend, yet because of lis 
importunity he will rise and give 
him as many as he needeth” (Luke 
11:8). 


Underline the most important | 
word in verse 8, quoted above. 
What is it? You are right, it is 
importunity. God does not give 
soul-winning power to people 
simply because they are friends of 
Christ. You say you are saved and 
that gives you the right to come 
and say, “Our Father who art in 
Heaven,” and to ask for daily 
bread and forgiveness of sins, and 
guidance, and deliverance from the 
evil one. But here in this lesson 
on intercessory prayer, Jesus tells 


‘us that the friend will not rise and 


give to his neighbor the bread that 
he needs because he is his friend. 
Friendship is not enough in that 
case. But because of his importun- 
ity, his pleading, his insistence, 
his begging, ‘he will rise and give 
him as many as he needeth.” 
Certainly God means for us to 
get this lesson: there are some 
blessings that a Christian will 


power of the Holy Ghost came 
upon them at Pentecost. 

When Paul was saved on the 
road to Damascus, then he was 


three days and three nights with- 


out food (Acts 9:9). And the angel 
of God brought the word to Ana- 
nias: “Behold, he prayeth” (verse 
11). For three days and nights 
after his conversion Paul fasted 
and prayed. What for? Evidently 
for bread to give to sinners, for 
the soul-winning power of the Holy 
Spirit. For when Ananias came to 
him he said, “Brother Saul, the 
Lord, even Jesus, that appeared 
unto thee in the way as thou cam- 
est, hath sent me, that thou might- 
est receive thy sight, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost” (Acts 9:17). 
Paul got salvation for himself in- 
stantly when he surrendered to 
Christ. He got power to witness to 
others and get others saved only 
after heart-breaking periods of 
fasting and prayer. Again the one 
word, “importunity,” spelled the 
way to have bread for others. 

D. L. Moody prayed, he tells us, 
for two long years, beseeching God 
to pour upon him the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Ever since two 
godly women had called his atten- 
tion to his need for the power of 
the Holy Ghost upon his ministry, 
he had earnestly sought this bless- 
ing. It did not come until one day 
as he walked down Wall Street in 
New York City after long, long 
waiting on God. 


In the case of Cornelius (Acts 
10) as in the case of Charles G. 
Finney, the time of waiting and 
pleading came before salvation. 


There are too many problems to 
explain here, but certain it is that 
in this college course on prayer, 
this lesson in advanced. praying, 
intercessory praying, unselfish 
praying, Jesus means to teach us 
that importunity is the way of 


er of the Holy Spirit simply-.be- 
cause we are friends of God, but 
because we wait before Him until 


never have without pleading, im- 


_portunate waiting on God! Those 


who want soul-winning power, 
want to be able to carry the 
bread of life to sinners, must learn 
the secret of praying through! 
I believe that’ in asking many 
things it is wrong not to expect 
the blessing at once. For instance, 
I know that God is ready to save 
instantly any sinner who will call 
upon Him for mercy and trust 
Him for salvation. I believe that 
a sinner can trust Christ immedi- 
ately and be saved. I do not be- 
lieve there needs to be any Jong 
period of waiting, or mourning, or 
seeking God, when a sinner is 
willing to trust in Jesus Christ. 
For that reason I do not usually 
use What is generally 
“mourner’s bench.” I like for sin- 
ners to come with deep earnest- 
ness, and I believe it profitable 


to have a piace to teach them the | 


Word of God, and I think it well 
even to have sinners to pray and 
ask God for forgiveness. But I do 
not want to leave the impression 
that God is hard hearted, or that 
He is indifferent about saving a 
soul or must be begged into it. 
That is not true. God is able and 
willing to save instantly everyone 
that comes to Him for salvation. 


I think that many ordinary af- | 
fairs ought to be easily settled 


between the Christian and God. 
I believe that a Christian ought 
not to need to pray long for daily 
bread, I mean bread for today and 
asked for in the will of Christ and 
in simpie faith. I believe that it 
does not Christian long 
to get his sins forgiven when he is 
willing to forgive others and con- 
fess his own sins honestly. Surely 
one does not need a long period of 
waiting before God is willing to 
forgive His own penitent child and 
to cleanse him from unrighteous- 
ness. I say, some things a Chris- 
tian can get from God the moment 
he is willing to come God’s way 
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with all of his heart and trust 


Christ for it. But here Jesus 
plainly teaches that importunity 
is God’s way of getting soul-win- 
ning power. 

Before Pentecost a hundred and 
twenty gathered in an upper room. 
“These all continued with one ac- 
cord in prayer and supplication, 
with the women, and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and with his 
brethren” (Acts 1:14). There was 
intercession, there was begging, 
supplication, waiting, before the 
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called a/| 


we are fitted to receive His bless- 
ing. How foolish we should be to 
expect the marvelous power of 
the Spirit of God to be given us 
freely, without any confession of 
Sin, without any weighing of 
motives, without any pleading 
with tears, and without any trans- 
formation of life as we wait before 
God. 


Certainly very few people carry 


| bread to sinners because they are 


not willing to wait and knock at 
the door and rattle the doorknob 
persistently and incessantly until 
the Friend within will arise and 
| give them as many loaves as they 
| need because of their importunity. 
Oh, may God teach us to pray, 
teach us to pray. importunate 
|prayers that will not be denied, 
| that we may have bread for sin- 
‘ners! ; 


' 


VI. God Does Not Always 
Mean “No” When He 
Says “No” 
Here is encouragement, then, for 


to win souls but never has. 
has sent someone your way for 
| you to win to Christ. A friend in 
| his journey has come to you and 
| you have had nothing to set be- 
fore him, and when you asked 
God, He seemed’ to say “No.” He 
seemed to disregard your prayer. 
You never received the power you 
requested and you never bore 
fruit as you longed to do. But you 
can! God did not. mean ‘“‘No” when 
He said “No.” He simply meant 
for you to keep on asking and 
praying and for you to refuse 
to be denied. How eagerly God 
waits for His people to pray. Im- 
portunate praying, insistent pray- 
ing can change even the plan of 
God. How gladly He will give 
bread to those who wait before 
Him with importunity just as the 
man pictured in the passage rose 
and gave his neighbor as many 
loaves as he needed, not because 
he was his friend, but because of 
his importunity. 

In Matthew 15:21-28 we have 
a blessed example of the fact that 
God does not always mean ‘No” 
when He seems to say “No.” A 
Canaanitish woman came to Jesus 
crying, “Have mercy on. me, O 
Lord, thou son of David: my 
daughter is grievously vexed with 
a devil.” But Jesus “answered her 
not a word.” Finally Jesus ‘an- 
swered and said, I am not sent 
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power. God does not give the pow-° 


but unto the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.’”’ Was she discour- 
aged? Did she quit praying? No. 

“Then came she and worshipped 
him, saying, Lord, help me.” 

Again Jesus discouraged her, 
saying, “It is not meet to take the 
children’s bread, and cast it to 
dogs.”’ 

But see the faith in this woman’s 
heart as she said, “Truth, Lord: 
vet the dogs eat of the crumbs 
which fall from their masters’ 
table.” If she was a dog, then she 
insisted she was Jesus’ dog. 

How Jesus exulted! He said, “O 
woman, great is thy faith: be it 
unto thee even as thou wilt!” 

And she went home and found 
her daughter well from that very 
hour! 7 

Preachers have a way of some- 
times getting the letter and not 
the spirit, so I doubt not that the 
disciples hung about greatly bored, 
it seeming that Jesus had insulted 
the woman to deliberately send 
her away. If they believed simply 
the outward indication of His 
language, they had a right to 
think that Jesus cared nothing for 
Gentiles, that to Him they were 
only dogs and that He would do 
nothing at all for this heathen 
woman who cried after Him. But 
the woman did not listen to the 
letter of the words of Jesus. If 
He seemed not to care, her faith 
cried out that she knew He did 
care, He did love her, He did love 
her daughter! If He seemed to 
send her away, yet she believed 
that He came to save, and to save 
Gentiles as well as Jews. By faith 
she trusted in the goodness of His 
heart and was not discouraged by 
His words. I tell you that the Lord 
Jesus does not always mean “No” 
when He seems to say “No”! And 
when you asked for power, asked 
for bread for sinners, God did not 
mean you could not have it when 
the--answer.was~delayed. He did 
not meanthat there was not bread 


| enough.<and.to spare for all; He 


sintply meant that He wanted you 
6 wait and*nean-business for God. 


‘He wanted-you-te“pray through.” 


As certain as the Bible is true, 
there is power for those who seek 
it with all their hearts..Oh, Lord 
Jesus, teach us to pray, to pray 


the importunate prayer so _ that 
we may have bread for sinners, as 
many loaves as we need. 

Notice carefully Luke 11, verses 
9 and 10: 

“And I say unto you, Ask, and 
it shall be given you; seek, and 
ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you. For every 
one that asketh receiveth; and he 
that seeketh findeth; and to him 
that knocketh it shall be opened.’ 


I think it would be more ac- 
curate if we should translate these 
verses, “I say unto you, Keep on 
asking and it shall be given to 
you; keep on knocking, and it shall 
be opened unto you. For every 
one that keeps on asking receiv- 
eth; and he that keeps on knock- 
ing it shall be opened.” 

The form of the language in the 
Greek involves a continued ask- 
ing and seeking and _ knocking. 
Blessed assurance God gives here 
that everyone who really keeps on 
asking receives and everyone that 
really keeps on seeking finds, and 
everyone who keeps on knocking 
at the door of God for bread for 
sinners will have the door opened 
and bread given. Yea, aS many 
loaves as he needs for the sin- 
ner God sends to him! 


Vil. Don’t Be Afraid to Ask: 
God Will Not Give 
Bad Gifts 

It is a sad thing that fanatics 
have taken all the blessing out of 
many Scriptures for Christians. 
Some people have so grievously 
erred in regard to the power of 
the Holy Spirit that many, many 
Christians fear to ask for. His 
presence and power. Many earnest 
preachers and teachers fear to 
speak upon certain passages of the 
Scripture lest they be misunder- 
stood and lest they should be ac- 
cused of teaching fanaticism, a 
jabber in unknown.tongues, a false 
claim of sinless perfection, etc. But 
Christ knew the doubts that would 
arise in people’s hearts when He 
gave this lesson on prayer, and 
He answered your doubts. 


Dear friend, you need not fear 
to ask for bread for sinners. Christ 
will notgive you an evil spirit 
nor an unholy jabber nor a false 


testimony. Christ will not turn 
you over to folly. You may ask, 
unafraid, knowing that when you 
ask for bread you will get bread 
and not a stone, or you will get 
fish and not a serpent and you will 
get an egg and not a scorpion. 
Hear again these tender assur- 
ances of the Saviour: 

“Tf a son shall ask bread of any 
of you that is a father, will he 
give him a stone? or if he ask a 
fish, will he for a fish give him a 
serpent? Or if he shall ask -an 
egg, will he offer him a scorpon? 
If ye then, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your chil- 
dren; how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him?” 
(Luke 11:11-13). 


You love your child. If he asks 
for bread you would not give him 
a stone. And all the more if he, 
with a compassionate heart, asked 
bread for another that you loved 
dearly and wanted to see fed, you 
would not give him a stone. You, 
weak and ignorant and sinful as 
you are, would not betray the con- 
fidence of your child. You would 
not give a poisonous snake instead 
of fish, nor a scorpion or stinging 
lizard to the little fellow who 
confidently pled for an egg. So 
then Jesus reminds us, “If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him?”’ 

We may feel perfectly safe to 
wait on God. Do not be discour- 
aged. Do not listen to the taunts 
of those who say it is unnecessary, 
but ask and receive the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 


VIII. Asking for the 
Holy Spirit 

Strangely, Jesus did not put in 
exact words until the very close 
of this lesson on advanced praying, 
that He was teaching the disciples 

to pray for the Holy Spirit! 
How many, many preachers and 
teachers hate the idea of praying 
for the Holy Spirit. They are will- 
ing to pray for revivals, pray for 
the conviction .of..sinners,...pray 

(Continued on page 11) 
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THE STANDARD PUBLISHING 
COMPANY CHANGES HANDS 
CINCINNATI. —The. Standard 
Publishing Company, one of the 
nation’s largest religious publish- 
ing houses, has been purchased by 
The Publishing Found- 
ation of Cincinnati, headed by 
Mr. John Bolten, Sr., of Andover, 
Mass. The rumored price was in 
the neighborhood of $4,000,000, 

According to Attorney Samuel] S. 
Dennis III of the Foundation “no 
changes in the management or 
editorial staff or policies of the 
company are contemplated.” The 
Standard company has been en- 
gaged in the publishing of religious 
periodicals and books since 1866. 

Standard employs over 400 per- 
sons and is now completing a new 
$1,000,000 plant in suburban Mount 
Healthy. Transfer from downtown 
Cincinnati to the new site will take 
place next May or June. 

The new foundation has no af- 
filiation with any particular inter- 
church group or denomination and 
will be conducted on a non-secta- 
rian basis. 

* * * 
DIVORCE RATE AT LOWEST 
POINT SINCE WAR’S END 


WASHINGTON, D. C. —(RNS) 
—The divorce rate in 1954 was ap- 


(Continued on page 11) 
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Christian Greeting Cards 
For Sale and For Personal Use 
With Bible Text. Birthday and All Oc- 
casions, Comforting, encouraging messages 
of cheer to the sick, sorrowing and shut- 
in.* Boxed Assortments and in Bulk. Good 
Write for 


sist. 
PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. * 
264 Laurel St. Dept. S, Buffalo 8, N. Y. 


Have you read 


ihe ads? 


WE SAY Fok sb obs F 2s G IS EASY” 


to lead a soul to Christ. Tie first of its kind, 


with pictures and dialogue for each step. This 
simple, clear, Spirit given method is giving 
Christians, and churches everywhere tremendous 
results for Christ. Priced at $1.00—send for your 
copy today, Postpaid. Quantity prices on request. 


CHRISTIAN SUPPLY, Baldwin Park, California 


(non -profi 


5,000<"2!5""*" WANTED 
? WORKERS 

to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, 
handsome Scripture mottoes, Scripture 
calendars, greeting cards. com- 
ae Send for free catalog and price 
ae ; 
George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 5W Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, Ill. 
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Page Eleven 


~ Prayer--Asking and Receiving 


(Continued from page 10) 


for power on their preaching, pray 
for divine wisdom in their mes- 
sages, and yet they fear to pray 
for the Holy Spirit Himself, Who 
really brings revivals, Who con- 
victs sinners and converts them, 
Who gives wisdom and power and 
leadership to the man of God! 
When we pray for bread for sin- 
ners we really mean that we need 
the power and wisdom of the Holy 
Spirit of God to come upon us and 
enable us to do what otherwise we 
could not do. We want the Holy 
Spirit of God to make us fruitful 
soul winners. 

The Scofield Reference Bible is 
the best reference Bible in the 
world, I believe, but in the foot- 
notes on this Seripture, the editors 
make a bad mistake. Dr. Scofield 
says: 1 

“To go back to the promise of 
Luke 11:13 is to forget Pentecost, 


~ and to ignore the truth that now 


every believer has the indwelling 
Spirit.” 

To be sure every believer now 
has the indwelling Spirit, but 
Jesus is not here teaching the 
disciples to pray for the indwell- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. Rather, He 
is teaching them to pray for the 
soul-winning power of the Spirit. 
Surely neither Dr, Scofield nor any 
informed man would say that 


every Christian has the soul-win- 
ning power of the Spirit. And 
that is what Jesus here urges us 
to pray for. We are to pray with 
holy begging, with urgent plead- 
ing, that the Holy Spirit of God 
will help us to carry the bread of 
life to sinners. There can be no 
other meaning to the _ teaching 
of Jesus here. The disciples were 
never taught to pray for the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit and if 
‘ they had prayed for His indwell- 
ing, their prayer would NOT have 
been answered. For Jesus had 
plainly stated in John 7:37-39 
that the Holy Ghost would not 
be given in the sense of making 
His headquarters in the Christian’s 
body until Christ should be glori- 


We 


val Famous Pocket Quarteriies 


Based on the Uniform Series of the International 
S.S. Lessons for all Depts. 


True si: Whole Bible 


Designed tofit the pocket, in size and 
price. 4% x 6%, 68 pages, each more 
than 25,000 words, handy size makes 
them easy to carry—hard to lose. 

Can be conveniently studied dur- 
ing the week. They save time — 
win souls and build character. Each. 


BS we LIKE Higley’s 
Ve is 


only 14¢ apy cdr Fe AP 
FREE Write teday for full particulars 

of our famous pocket quarterlies 
and other unique Sunday School lesson 
materials and supplies—all fully described 
in our big FREE catalog which includes 
Bibles, books, greeting cards, mottoes, 
Calendars, etc. 
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fied, that is, raised from the déad. 
Any praying for the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit could never be 
answered before Jesus rose from 
the dead and breathed on His dis- 
ciples and said, “Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost” (John 20:22). And 
after that time it would not do 
any good to pray for the indwell- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, for every 
saved soul has the Holy Spirit 
dwelling within him. No, Jesus 
meant that Christians should pray 
for the Holy Spirit to anoint us 
or fill us or empower us to make 
us soul-winners; that the Holy 
Spirit of God would enable us to 
carry the bread of life to sin- 
ners. And that is the only way 
soul-winners are made, Do not let 
anybody steal this precious verse, 
Luke 11:13, away from you. God 
still gives the Holy Spirit in soul- 
Winning power to those who ask 
Him importunately and will not 
take “no” for an answer. 
Those who think this part of the 
sible is out of date should re- 
member that the book of Luke was 
not written until long after Pente- 
cost. Why should the Holy Spirit 
ever have inspired it and why 
should God have written down this 
sweet promise that men who ask 
for the Holy Spirit could have 
Him to make them soul-winners, 
if the promise were already out 
of date before it was: written 
down? Beware ‘lest Satan steal 
away the riches of the Bible from 
you by having men tell you that 


ling student. In a revival meeting 


part of the Bible is out of date 
and was not meant for you. God is 


Have You Seen... ? 


(Continued from page 1) 


in black and white, shown on a 
freewill offering basis. 


When Bob Pierce was preaching 
in a little town in South Korea, 
neither he nor the inhabitants 
knew that in just four short weeks 
the communists would come, the 
village would be burned, the 
patients in the hospital would be 
slaughtered, and the faithful pas- 
tor captured. Here is a story of 
unique heroism. It is the story 
of a preacher’s faith, and a wife’s 
loyalty in the midst of communist 
ruthlessness. Commanded ~-to con- 
fess that the atrocity stories about 
the communists were lies, the pas- 
tor stands in the village square, 
and you will be surprised at the 
manner in which he made his 
“confession.” The communists were 
surprised, too, and the preacher 


earned the reward of a martyr’s 
death. 

One of the best of the Bob 
Pierce films. 


The Bridgebuilder 


Sound — color motion picture of 
Fort Wayne Bible College, 800 
W. Rudisill Blvd., Ft. Wayne 6, 
Ind., 30 minutes, shown on the 
freewill offering basis. 

This is the true story of Jake 
Schierling, a football hero with 
hair on his chest who became a 
girl-crazy Romeo and a time-wast- 


Jake gave his heart and life to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Leaving the 
college in California, he enrolled 
in Fort Wayne Bible College after 
very definitely responding to God's 


still eager to have bread taken call to the mission field. In college 


to sinners. Friends ‘in their jour- 
ney through life come to you 
and you have nothing to set before 
them. But God has bread enough 
for all and He will give it if you 
knock at His door with importun- 
ity. 

There is a way to power; to 
fruit bearing. You, too, may enter 
with Moses and Paul into the 
travail of soul that Christ had for 
sinners. You too may enter into 
the miracle-working power of the 
Holy Spirit in saving sinners. But 
it is not a light and frivolous mat- 
ter. It is not gained by flippant or 
half-hearted praying. 

Some ministers have a way of 
Saying to people who seek for the 
power of the Holy Spirit that they 
should simply go home and believe 
that they have the power, that 
already they have the Holy Spirit 
and they have all they need. 
Well, suppose that the neighbor at 
midnight would say to the man 
who was outside pounding upon 
his door, “Go on home and believe 
that you have bread for your 
friend that has none and it will 
be all right.’ Well, that it not 
what the friend who had the bread 
said to his neighbor. And if the 
neighbor had acted on such ad- 
vice he would have gone home 
without the bread, however hard 


The BOOK of LIFE 


sliminates worry in bringing up children— 


counteracts unfavorable influences, sets Gay 


a standard and shapes their destiny. 


2nd Edition 
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@™ VOLUMES 
Be 4100 ‘fascinating 
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Representatives 
Cwice Blest! 


@ Enables you to combine 
Christian service with excellent 
income opportunity — full or part time. 


Gives cash income now and retirement benefits later. 
Pleasant work in your own community or through travel. 


Find out how you can QUALIFY under the new Social Security Law 
for maximum retirement reward by short term employment now. 
Write fully, giving educational background, experience in Sunday 
School or other religious work. Mail Coupon Today and receive 


FREE booklet “OPPORTUNITY PLUS”. 
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Also publishers of 
STORIES OF HYMNS WE LOVE 


& COMPANY INC. 1018 S. Wabash ANS, Dept. en Chicago 5, Ill. 


‘he not wie Pgziee pocesg ay: to | reels totaling 84 minutes. Rental | 
study he had never found betore | price for all three reels, $22.50. 
and the fellowship of Christian | Black and White. 


| 


young people he had never known 


wife. 

So Jake today is in Africa build- 
ing bridges—bridges that span 
rivers separating him from those 
who have never heard the Gospel. 
He is also building bridges that 
reach all the way from Africa to 
God. (Incidentally, Jake himself 
plays the lead. The missionary 
scenes are shot in Africa. In the 
Fall of 1953 he came back to Fort 
Wayne to make the college scenes. ) 


Son of Man 


Produced by North Park College, 
Foster and Kedzie Avenues, 
Chicago 25, Hil. Also handled by 
Century Gospel Ministeries, P. O. 
Box 171, Hatfield, Pa., 29 minutes. 
Color. Rental price, $12.00. 

Warner Sallman had been in- 
vited by a church to come and 
reproduce on the platform his fam- 
‘ous portrait of Christ. In the aud- 
ience is young Jim Powell, a sar- 
castic, cynical intern. As the artist 
is busy with the portrait, Jim re- 


he tried to believe it was in his 
hands. The power of the Holy 
Spirit is real and definite and we 
may know whether or not the 
breath of God is on us to win 
sinners. And we may have the 
bread if we ‘mean business, Dut 
I want you to know there is a 
price to pay. You may have the 
bread if you are willing to knock 
at the door and wait before God 
until He gives you as many loaves 
as: you need. And while you pray 
and wait, God will search out your 
heart, will show what displeases 
Him, will bring you to confession 
and forsaking of sin, will help you 
count the heavy cost. Whatever 
needs fixing, God can fix, in your 
life and heart as you wait and 
plead for bread for sinners; that 
is, for the power of the Holy 
Spirit to win sinners. 


Does Your Label 
Say 
2-55? 

If the figure after 
your name is 2-55, 
your subscription is 
expiring this month! 
Renew now so you 
won't miss a_ single 
issue! , 
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before, but he also found Ruth, | 
the lovely girl who became his | 


thinks the startling events of re- 
cent months. He remembers how 
he had been injured in an accident, 
how lovely Miss Richards, a mis- 
sionary volunteer, had been his 
nurse, how the chaplain had testi- 
fied of Christ. He remembered the 
events that brought him also to 
Jesus Christ and the lovely nurse 
who had become his wife. As the 
artist finishes his portrait Jim 
thanks God that he, too, knows the 
SON OF MAN. 


WCTU Films 

These films are produced and 
handled by the National W. C. T.U. 
1730 Chicago Ave., Evanston, II. 
About 20 minutes in length, black 
and white, rental price $2.00, par- 
chase price, $75.00. 

These films are excellent pro- 
ductions. In these films the W. C. 
T.: U. accomplishes the almost- 
impossible—they present statistics 
and sobor teaching in such thril- 
ling plots that one cannot help 
but be intensely interested. Here 


is actual teaching about alcohol 


children will not forget it. 

The very best of these films, 
bar none, is “It’s the Brain That 
Counts.” Among the other films 
are: “The Choice is Yours” 
“Friendly Enemy,” and, in color, at 
additional cost, “Public Enemy 
Diiea Be 


Our Bible—How it Came to us 


This film was produced by the | 
American Bible Society. 450 Park | 
Avenue, New York, 22, N. 
Christian Youth Cinema, in three | 


This is a documentary film tell- 
ing the story of how we got our} 
English Bible. 


the Bible is traced from 
scribes who copied it by hand to 
the translation into Latin by Jer- 
ome, the first printed Bibles by 
Wycliff, and the spread of the 
Bible by Tyndale. Here we see 
Martin Luther nail the ninety- 
five theses to the door of the 
cathedral. With ‘Tischendorf we 
discovered the Codex Sinaiticus. 
In 1611 we saw men work on the 
greatest translation of them all— 
the King James Version. Other 
versions, too, multiplied the copies 
of the Bible—the 1885 Revised 
Version, the translations by Wey- 
mouth, Montgomery, Goodspeed, 
Moffat, the Catholic Douay and 
Confraternity Editions, and private 
translations. 

Near the end of the film the 
R. S. V. Translation of the Bible 
is mentioned. Unfortunately the 
film does not make it clear that 
the R. S. V. is definitely not to 
be trusted, and there is some dan- 
ger that viewers may feel the 
R. S. V. is an honest translation 
unless a timely word is said about 
this at the time of the showing. 
In fact, we would not recommend 
that this film be shown unless such 
a word of warning is given. 


DeShazer ss 


Produced for the Seattle Pac- 
ific College, Seattle, Wash. Also 
handled by Trinity Films, Inc., 32 
Arlington Ave., N. J., and Chris- 
tian Youth Cimema, Inc., Glenside, 
Pa. 40 minutes long, in color, 
Offering basis. 


Young Sgt. DeShazer was one 
of the crew members of the ill- 
fated Doolittle flight. After spend- 
ing thirty seconds over Tokyo, 
the crippled B-25 went down be- 
hind the enemy lines and De- 
Shazer and other crew members 
were captured. Long days and 
lonely nights followed. Days of 
privation. Days spent in solitary 
confinement. Days of questioning 
and physical abuse. Then, at last, 
came an eventful day—the Japan- 
ese gave the captives several books 
to read. One of the books was 
a Bible. Each man was permitted 
to keep the Bible for three weeks. 
Through the reading of the Scrip- 
tures, DeShazer and some of his 
buddies were saved. V-J Day came 
at last, and the men were free— 
free to come home. But DeShazer 
was still a captive—a captive of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And after 
preparation, he returned to Japan 
to win his former enemies to 
Christ. 

This story is a true one and is con- 
vincingly told. We believe many 


} 


News Notes 


(Continued from page 10) 


parently the lowest since the end 
of World War II, Surgeon General 
Leonard Sheele of the USA Public 
Health Service said here in hig 


annual report on vital statistics. 

Although the compilation of 
statistics for the year will not be 
completed for several months, Dr. 
Scheele said that, on the basis 


of reports from twenty-five areas 


of the nation, the 1954 divorce rate 
dropped four per cent from coms 
parable 1953 figures. 


This represents a total reduction 
of about 40 per cent from the 
postwar peak reached in 1946, he 


said, and continues a trend that has 
been in progress since that year. 


The marriage rate also is drop< 
ping as a result of fewer young 


people coming of marriageable age, . 


This reflects the low birth rate 
of depression years of the 1930’s. 
The marriage rate for the first 
10 months of 1954 was 9.2 per 
1,000 population, compared with 


9.7 per 1,000 in 1953. 


The birth rate, however, was the 
second highest in U. S. history, ex- 


presented in a way that even little | ceeding all other years except 1947. 


| More than 4,000,000 births were 


| 


| 


| 


stable. 


i'when dying shouted 
“| praises of God. His friends said, 


| whisper, 
i angels whisper,” 
| the soul cleansed from sin by the 
‘blood of Christ, a 


ancient | 


recorded in the United States. 

An increase in the births of 
third, fourth, and fifth children in 
American families was responsible 
for the increase of new babies, the 
Surgeon General said, since with 
the lower marriage rate, the num- 
ber of first children has remained 


oe a 


Dr. Sewall, an old Methodist, 


aloud the 
“Dr. Sewall, do not exert yourself; 
Doctor, whisper.” “Let 
he said, “But 


soul redeemed 


Beginning with the | {rom death and heli, just on the 
g ¢ 


first century A. D. the spread of | 


threshold of eternal glory — oh, 
if I had a voice that would reach 


' from pole_to pole I would proclaim 


it to all the world; Victory! Vic- 
tory! through the blood of the 


,Lamb!"’—Sel. 


* * * 


Pointing out that 110,000,000 
Americans over 16 years of age 


‘drink alcoholic beverages and the 


number is rapidly growing, Dr. 
Andrew S. Ivey, head of the de- 


‘partment of clinical science at the 


University of Illinois, said, that 
if drinking continues it will de- 
stroy this nation. History shows 
that 10 out of 21 civilizations in 
the world’s History crumbled when 
the people lost their sense of res- 
ponsibility. 

The W.C.T.U. estimates that the 
nation’s drinkers spend $1,128,- 
424 an hour for “the privilege of 
having hangovers.” Last year’s con- 
sumption was 46 gallons per capita 
for the nation’s 65 million drinkers, 


GOSPEL FILMS 


with 


Big Name Christian Stars 


See 


DALE EVANS 
| in 
~ “SYMPHONY OF LIFE” 


For booking information write 
RELIGIOUS FILM 
FOUNDATION 


7904 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Hollyweod 46, California 


“This film has everything I have 
been looking for in a gospel film’ 
Harry Bristow, Film Editor, 
Christian Life. 
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65-MINUTE SOUND FILM 


Booking and Information 


PROVIDENCE FILMS 
Providence-Barrington Bible College 


(Continued on page 12) 


100 State Street — Providence 8, R. I. 
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Have You Seen... ? 


(Continued from page 1) 


others, like Jacob DeShazer, will 
‘become captives through this 
good film. 


A Savior Is Born 


Produced by the C. O. Baptista 
Company, Wheaton, Til. Black and 
white or color. 14 minutes. Rental 
fee, $5.00 and $8.50. 

This is one of the Aunt Beka 
series and is definitely one of the 
finest things I have seen in a long, 
long time. And yet, if you had 
told me about it, I probably would 
not have been impressed at all. 
You see, Aunt Beka tells the Bible 
story of the birth of Christ, using 
fiannelgraph, I tell you this young 
lady is a storyteller who is really 
e storyteller! You hear? Her voice 
is clear and sweet, and every 
word can clearly be understood. 
The flannelgraph characters are 
beautiful and expertly handled. 
Her face—especially her eyes— 
are alive with eagerness as she 
ticlls the Bible story that has first 
evipped her own heart. Step by 
stép we see the story unfold, from 
the time the good news comes to 
Mary until the shepherds come 
to see the Baby. 


The film—one of a series which 
éicludes Nicodemus, the crucifix- 


. ion, the good Samaritan, Abraham, 


David, etc.—-is tremendous; and 
ff you don’t believe me you sure 
will be sorry! 

; The Baptista Company has pro- 
duced over 100 different titles. 
@f a special interest to me are the 
sermon films with such men as 
John Rice, Oswald Smith, W. B. 
Riley, H. A. Ironside, Bob Jones, 
myself and others. Incidentally, 
my own sermon film, “The Danger 
Trail,’ 33 minutes in color, is 
going stronger than ever. New 
iliustrations have been added, and 
we hear reports of scores of bles- 
sed conversions. 


P 


| 


Reaching From Heaven 


This is a Lutheran film. It is 
obtainable through Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, 3558 South Jeffer- 
son St.,- St. Louis 18, Mo, and 
Christian Youth Cinema, Inc., 
Glenside, Pa. Black and white, 
80 minutes, rental, $17.50. 


The pastor preached a wonderful 
sermon on helping others to Christ. 
As he stood in the door of the 
fashionable church, many stopped 
to compliment him on his wonder- 
ful message. And as they bragged 
on his sermon, a poor emigrant 
man, in desperate need, tried in 
vain to get a single one of them 
to stop long enough for a much- 
needed word! 


How fashionable Madalyn Brad- 
ley struck the poor man with a car 
as he stood in front of the church; 
how Bill Starling fell in love with 
her and ultimately won her to 
Christ; how Buck, the hard-boiled 
foreman played the fool; how Soph- 
ie the steno got her come-up- 


pance, and what the chureh did: 


about the whole thing make a thril- 
ing story and teach the love and 
compassion Christians should have 


\toward one another in Christ. 


Jahangal—Your African Safari! 


A Vision, Inc., production. (P. O. 
Box 1, Spokane, Wash.) 40 minutes 


long, in color. Shown on freewill 


offering basis. 

This is another thrilling picture 
taken by the Clay Cooper team— 
this time in Africa. It is a real 
experience to go with them on 
safari through the big game coun- 
try. There are wild animals a- 
plenty. You will see bands of ze- 
bras, herds of giraffes, tribes of 
lions, and hundreds of bounding 
antelopes. You will see a vicious 
leopard play with an unhappy 
baboon like a cat plays with a 
mouse before eating it. No less 


Millions Missing! 


NOTHING LIKE IT IN HISTORY 


Crowds Demonstrate Before Churches 


Science unable to explain the strange disappearance of 
millions known as zealous Christians. 


Bible Prophecy Becomes Stark Reality 
In the 50 Minute 
16MM Sound Color Motion Picture 


“The Missing Christians” 


(Thousands won to Christ annually with the film.) 


EVANGEL FILMS — P. O. Box 29 — Portland 7, Ore. 
Coming soon — “SECONDS TO MIDNIGHT” — 55 minutes-color 


Resourceful! | 
Practical! 
inspiring! 
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Writes Rev. C. H. Goodwin, Mgr. Union | 
Rescue Mission, L. A., Calif., “For wander- 
ing boys and needy men, we hold two 
daily services. P. & P. contains by actyal 
count more usable songs for these men 
than other larger and more expensive 
books. Ship 500 at once.” 


7 

‘ Writes James Meena, Music Director, 
@ Gilead Baptist Church, Detroit, ‘I looked 
‘ 


Writes A. . Pankratz, Music Director, Tab- 
erncale Church, Chicago, “I have never 
@ found in one book such a satisfying col- 
tection of favorite hymns and modern 
gospel songs.” 


Lowin price. Richin quality 
ly. ® 9, Complete topical index, @ 10. Re- 
| only 95c to CHURCHES sponsive and unison readings. 


, PPIPILLILLLLILILLLPLILLILLLLL LLL LLL LLLP LOL OP PLL L OL OLED GLO LOL ODDO LP OP ORS 
| SPECIFICATIONS: Washable cloth binding (Dupont Quality) © Dark Red @ Gold stamped 
® Thread sewed @ Fiat opening ® Head bands @ 50 Ib. White paper @ New music plates 
PIIIILIDLIOLOLIOLIODODODDODOLROOOOOCED COLE 


Gentlemen: Before we buy we want’ to see the 
great—new hymnal “Power and Praise.” Please 
send sample. 


Name Title 
at every song and have never seen a bet- 
ter collection than P. & P. contains.” Street 
Writes Y. H. Ray, Pastor, Enid, Oklia., : 
“P. & P. is the best I’ve seen. Send 200 City State 


Denomination 
Pastor 
Expect to buy books (date) 


JOHN T. BENSON, Old Time Faith, Publisher, Nashville, Tenn. 


y POWER 
| and PRAISE 


® 1. The finest of the contempor- 
ary gospel songs that people know 
and-love to sing. @ 2. Songs to fit 
the quiet prayer meeting hour, @ 3. 
Hymns for the more stately Sunday 
morning worship service. @ 4, Songs 
for the Sunday School and Young 
People’s departments, including chor- 
uses. ® 5. Double-page songs which 
the chorus choir will enjoy singing and 
mastering. @ 6. Songs for the lively and 
enthusiastic night Evangelistic service. 
(A splendid book to supplement the usual 
church hymnal.) @ 7. An abundant sup- 
ply of invitation songs. @ 8. Compact— 
easily handled—not too bulky or unwield- 


FREE SAMPLE 


cruel is the hold that sin has on 


the unhappy natives of this land. | 


You will see firsthand the minis- 
try of the missionaries, and your 
heart will be stirred as you witness 
the grim needs for the Gospel to 
be spread in this dark continent. 


Uncle Mel Visits Africa 


Produced by Gospel Films, Inc., 
P. O. Box 455, Muskegon, Mich. 
Handled also by Century Gospel 
Ministries, P. O. Box 171, tfield, 
Pa, Twenty minutes long. In color. 
Rental, $6.00. 


This is the first of a series of 
Uncle Mel films. His is an imagin- 
ary visit to the Belgian Congo. 
Uncle Mel tells a group of children 
who come to visit him to “close 
your eyes . .. and we'll pretend 
we are in Africa.” Scenes from 
the everyday lives of Congo chil- 
dren appear on the screen, and the 
terrible gulf between heathenism 
and Christianity is stressed. When 
the visit is over, Uncle Mel makes 
a splendid spiritual application. 


This is a_ splendid film for 
children. 


The Living Christ Series 


Produced and handled by Cath- 
edral Films. 140 North Hollywood 
Way, Burbank, Calif. Thirty min- 
utes each. Color, rental $15.00 
each. Black and white, rental $9.00 
each. 

Three films are in this series: 
“Escape to Hgypt”’ “Boyhood and 
Baptism” “Men of the Wilderness” 

Technically these films are 
wonderfully produced and_ the 
message is portrayed with the rev- 
erence that is characteristic of 
Cathedral Films. The first film 
portrays the birth of the. Lord 
Jesus, the recognition by Simeon 
in the temple, the ceremony of 
redemption, the coming of the 
wise men, the slaughter of the 
babes, and the flight of the holy 
family into Egypt. The portrayal 
of King Herod, incidentally, is the 
finest I have ever seen. 

The second film shows the re- 
turn from Egypt, Jesus and the 
wise men at the temple, the com- 
ing of Pontius Pilate as governor, 
and ends with the -baptism of 
Christ in the Jordan River. 

The third film in the series be- 
gins with the testimony of John 
the Baptist that Jesus is the Lamb 
of God. It then portrays the three 
temptations, shows the calling of 
the first disciples, the healing of 
the mad° man at Capernaum, and 
the healing of the sick. 


Symphony of Life 


Distributed by Religious Films 


Foundation, 106 N. Fairfax Ave., 
Hollywood, Calif., and Christian 
Youth Cinema, Inc., Gletiside, Pa. 
In color, 30 minutes long. Rental 
price $15.00. 

It is hard to describe this film. 
Dale Evans Rogers narrates thé 
film. It opens with Mrs. Rogers 
in her home reading from the first 
chapter of Genesis., She speaks 
of the fall of Adam and Eve and. 
gives reasons for assurance of the 
resurrection based upon the Bible 
and nature. There are many beau- 
tiful scenes in the film, and Mrs. 
Rogers gives her personal testi- 
mony and urges viewers to turn 
to Christ as she sings, “Softly and 
Tenderly.” 


Buttonwood Inn 


Obtainable through New Life 
Foundation, Box 1316, Peoria, Il, 
and Century Gospel Ministeries, 
P. O. Box 171, Hatfield, Pa. 
30 minutes. Color, rental $14.00. 
Black and white, rental $9.00. 

Buttonwood Inn is _a_e small 
mountain resort hotel, and Vic 
Johnson is its manager. Vic is an 
active Christian layman with a 
sincere love for the Lord and is 
one of the leading soul winners of 
the church. The little church is 
without a pastor, and he has been 
called. While Vic prayerfully con- 
siders accepting the call of the 
church, he becomes aware that 
some of his guests have even 
greater problems. A mysterious 
young man who applies for the job 
as clerk and a lonely widow need 
spiritual guidance. How Vic helps 
them solve their problem and how 
the church withdraws its call 
makes a wholesome story tnat 
teaches the simple fact that every 
Christian — whether in or out of 
the pulpit—has a ministry to per- 
form for the Lord. 


Angel in Ebony 
Handled by Taylor University, 
Upland, Ill. In color, thirty min- 
utes long. Free will offering basis. 
This is the true story of Sammy 


(Continued from page 3) 


people were distracted very little 
as I discussed the movement of 
the heavenly bodies, the distance 
between the various stars and 
showed how the firmament de- 
clares the glory of God. The Holy 
Spirit helped, and at the close of 
the service souls were saved. 


The Invitation 


The invitation at the close of 
the film is perhaps the most im- 
portant part of the service. If the 
lights are suddenly turned on, 
they will hurt the eyes of those 
who have been sitting in the semi- 
darkness so long. And, feeling that 
the service is over, some thought- 
less people may begin putting on 
their coats as they prepare to 
leave. All of this will distract. In 
order to avoid this, I would sug- 
gest that the pianist, or organist, 
or both, step quietly to their places 
during the closing moments of the 
film. As the closing words of the 
film are being spoken, let the 
musicians begin playing “Just As 
I Am” or some other suitable in- 
vitation hymn. The one showing 
the film will slip quietly to the 
platform and just one or two of 
the auditorium lights will be turned 


Morris, an African prince. As a 
boy he was captured by enemy 
tribesmen. After beatings and pri- 
vation he finally escaped and 
eventually wound up at a mission 
station where he heard of Christ 
and was converted. He learned to 
read by reading the Bible and 
soon developed an unquenchable 
thirst to be filled with the Spirit so 
he could preach the Gospel to his 
own people. When he had learned 


‘all they could teach him in the 


mission station, he made his way, 
alone and unaided, to America in 
search of Stephen Merrit who 
could teach him more about the 
Holy Ghost. Merrit eventually sent 
him to Taylor University where 
the lives of both faculty and stu- 
dent body were changed and Tay- 
lor University probably saved from 
oblivion. 


The story is one of the most 
stirring and inspiring ones I know, 
and it has been faithfully portray- 
ed in this film. It should be ex- 
tremely helpful to virtually any 
audience, and I warmly recom- 
mend that it be shown widely and 
often. | 


Broadman Films 


The following films are obtain- 
able through Broadman Press, 
127 Ninth Ave., N., Nashville 3, 
Tenn., and Family Films, 1364 N., 
Van Ness Ave., Hollywood 28, Calif. 
Black and white. Twenty-eight 
minutes long. Rental, $9.00. 


“ALL FOR HIM” 


Bill and Peggy Johnson are 
newlyweds who are trying to fur- 
nish their small apartment. When 
Peggy questions the size of the 
offering their budget allows for 
the church, Bill tells her the 
story of his boss who never failed 
to be a tither, and who in a time 
of crisis, experienced the blessing 
of God. This is a splendid film in 
Christian giving and should inspire 
many, many others to present 


God with their tithes and offerings, 


“WORKERS TOGETHER” 


Black and white, thirty-three 
minutes long. $10.00 rental. 


The message of this film stresses 
the fact that all Christians should 
work together for Christ rather 
than expecting the pastor to do 
all the spiritual work in the 
church. Old Uncle Andy uses his 
roadside vegetable stand to make 
contacts for Christ while Katy Zel- 
ner works from her wheel chair 


and laymen are-trained for. evan... 


gelistic teams. A splendid film that 
will not only inspire but teach. 


“Lift Up Your Eyes,” and “He 
That Winneth” are each fifteen 
minutes long, in black and white, 
and rent for $4.00. Both stress 
the soul-winning motive and know- 
how. Like the other films, they will 
inspire and instruct the lay mem- 
bers of tthe church. All these films 
are well made, true to the Bible, 
and reverently produced. 


If you wish to secure informa- 
tion on any film not listed here, 
please write to Evangelist Bill Rice, 
SWORD OF THE LORD, Whea- 
ton, Illinois, and when writing any 
of the film companies, please 
mention THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 


Films for Souls 
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on. (This is why it is important 
to have the light switches marked 
and some responsible person to 
operate exactly the right switch 
at the right time.) As the film is 
completed, let the congregation 
begin singing the _ invitational 
hymn. At intervals of fifteen or 
twenty seconds, other lights may 
be turned on during the singing 
of the first stanza. At the conclu- 
sion of the stanza it might be 
well to ask everyone to bow his 
head and then ask those who are 
not right with God to raise their 
hands for prayer. After the prayer, 
invite those who are lost or who 
are backsliden to*come forward to 
make a public confession of sal- 
vation or rededication as the con- 
gregation sings again. 

I have seen literally hundreds 
of people saved by following this 
simple procedure. If the offering 
has not yet been taken for the 
film, it is perfectly proper to ask 
the people to be seated again tor 
just a moment, while the offering 
is received. 


Souls for Christ 


Keep in mind all the way 
through the service that you are 
working for definite results—you 
are working to win souls for the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Let every song 
be selected with that in mind, 
Let every word that is said from 
the platform be uttered with that 
in mind. As you show the film, 
keep the main purpose in mind. As 
you give an invitation, keep this 
in mind. When you take the offer- 
ing, keep in mind that this offer- 
ing is given in order to help such 
films win the lost to Christ. 


If your service is dedicated to 
the Saviour and the film is one that 
honors Christ and is clear in its 
Gospel message, I believe you will 
find that God will bless the ser- 
vice and give you souls for your 
hire. 


“Mr. Counsellor” 
Instructive film for summer carp 
counsellors, Help recruitment. 16MM 
Sound & Color—27 Minutes 


For information write 
FOREST HOME, INC. 
5228 Irvine Ave. No. Hollywood, Cal. 
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“This Gathering Storm” 


Documentary Award Film 
“The Flame” 

“38th Parallel’ 
“World Vision News” 
“New China Challenge” 
For showing in your area, write: 
Dr. Frank C, Phillips, Executive Sec. 
WORLD VISION, INC. 

P. O. Box 151, Portland 7, Oregon 


for a distinctively 


SUNDAY SCHOOL, see the 
ALL-BAPTIST 
ALL-BIBLE 


write today for: 


“Distinctively Baptist’ (free) 12- ‘a 
page story of a Baptist Publisher. 


Travelog of Lessons (free) packet 0 
describing all materials. 


Returnable Lessons, actual copies a 
sent on approval. 


The New Baptist Record System. ‘a 
Your sample kit free. : 
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